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LEAD IN 
H i , we a r e  back aga in and so soon a f t e r  the l a s t  i s sue ! 

Le t me s t a r t  by apo l og i s ing f o r  the l ac k  o f  sma l l  i tems in 
the l a s t  i s s ue o f  E a r thque s t  News . A s  you c a n  hopefu l l y  imag ine , 
I have been a bu s y  boy of l a te and s o  I h ave no t had a l o t  of 
chance to wr i t e  ou t any a r t i c l e s  o� f i l l e r s . Mo s t  o f  my t ime h a s  
b e e n  t a ke n u p  f i ni sh ing o f f  ' The K n i gh t s  of Danbury '  b o o k  wh ich 
has been a r igh t pain in the ne c k .  I h ave done a l l  my own 

'
l ayout 

and o r igin a t i on , and this h a s  t a ke n three mon t h s  of s o l id even ing 
and we ekend wo rk . I cou l d n ' t  s t a r t  a n y t h ing e l s e or I wou l d  not of 
got the book f i n i shed . Anyway , it is now at the p r i n t e r s  and shou l d  
b e  out we ek c omme nc ing 1 8  March . 

As I s a i d in the l a s t  i s sue , I w i l l  be s e nd ing out a copy of 
the book to a l l  the subsc r i be r s , so hang on un t i l  then . I re a l l y  
th ink you shou l d  e n j oy i t . I ' m we l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  i t  a t  l e a s t .  
H�we ve r , once i t  i s  out , I wi l l  h a ve 2,500 of the bugge r s  t o  ge t 
r td o f f , so I mu s t  o r ient a te my p r omo t ions and a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  
Danburr in mi nd . S o  y o u  wi l l  be r e ad i ng a l o t  of Danbury in t h e  ne a r  
futur e . I f  anyone wan t s  a f r e e  t a l k  o n  Danbury a n d  i t s  mys t e r ie s , 
j us t  g ive me a r ing . 

The on l y  headache conce rning the book a t  the mome n t  i s  wa i t ing 
�o see whe the r the Chance l l o r  of t he Excheque r , i n  his wi sdom , w i l l 
ln t r oduce VAT on books a t  the ne x t  budge t on 1 9. M a r c h  ( probab l y  the 
s ame

.
day my book wi l l  come ou t ! ) .  If he d o e s , then a s ide from 

turn tng the who l e  book pub l i sh i ng a nd s e l l i ng indu s t r i e s  i n t o  a 
c omp l e t e p ick l e , he wi l l  immed i a t e l y  e nsure t h a t  ' Kn i gh t s ' make s 
v i r t ua l l y  no p r o f i t  at a l l , if indeed i t  wa s i n t e nded to make any 
i n  the f i r s t  pl ace . 1 51 off the m a r ke d  pr i c e  of £ 1 . 95 w i l l knock 
quite a ho l e  a s  you c a n  p l a i n l y  s e e . La te s t  rumour s  com i ng out of 
the Bookse l l e r  mag a z ine and the Pub l i s h e r ' s  A s s o c i a t ion ( ye s  I ' ve 
been f r a n t i c a l l y o n t o  them a few t ime s ) i s  th a t  the Gove r nme�t d o  
i n tend d ro p p ing t h e  idea f o r  t h is y e a r  a t  l e a s t . Howe ve r , the re i s  
s t i l l a n a t io n a l  c ampa ign be ing r u n  b y  the P . A .  a nd t h i s  wi l l  
cont inue . Ye t ,  o f  course , the t h r e a t ,  the sword of Damoc l e s , s t i l l  
l oom s ove r a l l  our he a d s  and a l l I c a n  s ay i s  tha t i f  i t  i s  
i n t r oduced then i t  w i l l k i l l a c o n s iderab l e  p a r t o f  the book 
pub l i s h ing marke t .  Thi s  me a n s  i t  w i l l be even h a r d e r  than before 
for you t o  ge t tha t book c o n t r a c t .  S t i l l ,  you c an a l ways pub l i sh 
them your s e l f ,  l ike me ! 

Okay , on t o  s ome th ing e l se in our f a s c i n a t ing s ubje c t .  Wha t  
h ave we go t? I he r e  Paul De vereux and N ige l Penn i c k ' s  defin i t ive 
g l o s s y  book on the e a r th my s te r ie s , s c hedu l e d  for re l e a s e  t h i s  
s umme r ,  h a s  n o w  been she l ved un t i l  1 9 8 6  a t  the e a r l ie s t . I be t 
the y a r e  p l e a s ed a f t e r  a l l the hard work t h e y  put i n t o  i t .  

O n  a mo r e  int r igu ing no te , I have h e a r d  b i t s  a nd p i e c e s  

conc e r n ing some remarkab l e  s c ie n t i f i c d i scove r i e s  ove r t h e  pa s t  f e w  
m o n t h s  wh i c h , i f  c o r r e c t ,  c ou l d  have a majo r impa c t  u p o n  the e a r t h 
mys t e r ie s  sub j e c t . For ins t ance , d id you he ar tha t the a s t r onome r s  
have d i s c ove r e d  the f i r s t  p l ane t o u t s ide o f  our s o l ar s y s tem? O r  
d id you he a r  t h a t  a group o f  s c ient i s t s  ( no t e  t h i s  word , sc ien t i s t s )  
be l ieve tha t the moun t a in o n  M a r s  wh ich has a f ace c a rved onto i t  
w a s  done b y  'human ' hand s , and t h a t  they have d i s cove red wh a t  they 
cons ide r  t o  be r emna n t s  o f  a l o s t  c iv i l i s a t ion there? No , you d i dn' t 
here th i s? We l l ,  i t  is true and the p iece appe a r e d  in one of the 
' be t t e r ' d a i l y s , I am t o l d . Howeve r , I have he a r d  nothing more than 
t h i s , so whe r e  a r e  the f ac t s . Surpre s sed aga in? 

A l so ,  d id you h e a r  t h a t  a new t omb h a s  been found in the V a l l e y  
o f  t h e  K ings in Egy pt o r  t h a t  the Ch inese h ave ac tu a l l y  c augh t o n e  
of the i r  own i l l u s ive Ye t i s ?  No , we l l  i t  i s  t r ue , suppose d l y , a n d  
the re i s  m o r e  . . .  D i d  y o u  he a r  tha t dur ing t h e  d r ough t s  in Se ptember 
1 9 84 ,  archa e o l og i s t s  in Some r s e t  d i s c ove red huge l a nd s c a pe e f f i g i e s  
a n d  e a r thwo rks w i t h i n  t h e  c rop m a r k s  ar ound G l as t onbur y? I t r i ed t o  
f o l l ow t h i s  o n e  up by a s k i ng a r ound t h e  e a r t h my s t e r i e s  commun i t y  
in G l a s t onbury a n d  n o  one knew any t h i ng about the se d i s cove r i e s  a t  
a l l !  As Tony Robe r t s  p u t  i t , t h e  Some r s e t  a r chae o l og i s t s  wou l d  
cons ider t e l l ing t h e  G l as tonbury e a r th my s t e r ie s  cont inge nt t h e  l a s t  
t h i ng the y eve r  w a n t  t o  do ! 

I f  a nyone h a s  any de t a i l s  on any of the above amaz ing f ac t s  I 
wou l d  ve r y  much l ike t o  h e a r  f r om them . 

Pe op l e  have been a s k ing me about the p s y c h i c  g r oup I i n t e nd 
s t a r t ing in the ne a r  future . We l l ,  a l l I c an s ay is tha t it w i l l now 
by formed in E s s e x , po s s i b l y  Che l msford , so t h a t  i t  w i l l c o i nc ide 
w i t h  the p romo t ion of the ' Kn igh t s ' book . I have t o  do it this way 
o r  e l s e I wou l d  no t se l l  any b ooks . 

Ve ry shor t l y  I sha l l  be s t ar t ing a book on p s ych ic que s t  wor k .  
A s ide from inc l ud ing s ome o f  the mo s t  obvious ma t e r i a l , such a s  the 
sword a nd s t one aff a i r , a l ong w i t h  my own work in Some r s e t , it w i l l  
a l s o inc l ude a br ief h i s t o ry of a l l  p s ych ic que s t s  i n  the p a s t  wh ich 
h ave invo l ve d  the l oca t ing of phys ic a l  a r t e fac t s  by e i t her psych ic 
o r  mag i c a l  means . Such name s a s  We l l e s l e y  Tud o r  Po l e , Frede r ick B l igh 
Bond , Co l in B l oy , John De e ,  P e t e r  the He rm i t  and H a r r y  Pr ice come 
to m i nd . I w i l l a l s o be l ook ing i n t o  the s t r a nge c a se of Margo W i l l i ams, 
the I s l e o f  Wight med ium who f ind s a r te f ac t s  by p s ych ic me ans 
v i r tua l l y  e ve r y  we e k . Howeve r , if you know of � o t he r c a s e s  o f  
a r t e f ac t  re t r ieva l b y  p s ych ic me ans , wou l d  you-pie a s e  ge t i n  
cont ac t w i th the e d i t or . 

So , b ack t o  E a r thque s t  News . Th i s  i s sue w i l l be p a cked w i t h  l o t s  
o f  good thing s , o f  t h a t  I ' m sure . Wh a t  though , we w i l l have t o  wa i t  
a n d  see ( you s e e , I ' m wr i t ing this ed i t o r i a l  b e fore I s t a r t  t y p ing 
the main body of t e x t ! ) .  S ome of it w i l l be ins t ant aneous . Some of 
the m a t e r i a l  is from pre - t yped a r t ic l e s by o t h e r  peopl e .  So l e t ' s  
go . As for next t ime , I d on ' t  know . Wh a t  I do know i s  t h a t  you may 
have to wa i t  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  for the next i s sue , b u t  i t  wi l l  be d one . 
The next few mon t h s  w i l l  be t ake n up ent i re l y  w i t h  promo t ion o f  
' Kn igh t s ' .  So s t ay w i t h  me . Th i s  wor l d  i s  ful l o f  surpr i s e s ! 

Andy Cal l ins , Feb . ' 8 5 .  
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THE GOFFS OAK PANTHER 
Another fine report from investigator MICHAEL LEWIS 
on the latest of Hertfordshire's phantom feline 
sightings 
M i cha e l  Lew i s , a regu l ar contr ibutor to t�e pages of th i s  j ourna l ,  
h a s  once aga i n  been in se arch of b ig c ats in Hertford s h ire . Th i s  
t ime i t  wa s t o  the s l ee py v i l l age o f  Go f f s  O a k  that M i chae l ,  w ith 
the he l p  o f  fe l l ow re se archer R. Dave y , found e v i dence of a b l a c k  
pa nther - l ike c at roam ing the are a for over two y e ars . 

* * * 

THE F I RS T  S I GHT I NG 
The l oc at i o n  of the f irst re ported s ight ing was Doverf i e l d , a new 
deve l o pm e nt o f  bunga l ows j u st o f f  the m a in road ( A l 2 1 ) in the ce ntre 
of Gof f s  O a k . 

Notice of the event had come v i a  a d i s c arded copy o f  the 
' En f ie l d  Advert i ser ' d ated 1 3  October 1 9 8 3 . The h e ad l i ne ' Pum a a l ert 
in s l e e p y  G o f f s  Oak ' caught my eye and it w a s  soon a fterward s that 
inve stigations were undertake n .  

It wou l d  seem that j u st be fore 9 A . M .  o n  1 5  Augu st , l 9 8 3 , a Mrs . 
Gore , a p p arent l y  a perfect l y  ord i n ary d own -to - e arth type in her l ate 
f i ft ie s , w a s  l ooking out of her bedroom w indow . She s aw a ' b l a c k  
p a nther ' wa l k i ng a l ong the re ar b oundary l ine o f  the garde n  o f  her 
bunga l ow .  At that t ime the g arde n w a s  unfe nced and devoid o f  any 
vegetat i o n . The cre ature w a s  d e s cribed a s  the s ize of a Gre at Dane d og , 
w ith a th i n  body and curved tail . It w a s  s a i d to be j et b l a ck , w ith 
the h e ad in l ine w ith its b ody , not prom inent as in a dog . At its 
c l o s e st po i nt it was no more than forty feet away a s  it amb l e d a l ong 
the b ound ary l ine unt i l  it wa s l o st to s ight beh ind the p art i a l l y  
c omp l eted fence o f  the next property . I n  a l l , the s ight ing l a sted 
ab out th irty s e c o nd s . 

Mrs . Gore a l s o  c l a ime d that around the t ime of her s ight ing , 
dogs be ing exerc i s e d  in the ne arby Jone s Road b arked unac c ou ntab l y  
or d i s p l ayed s igns o f  strange behav iour . 

I NVESTIGAT I ON S  
Mrs . Gore w a s  i nterv iewed at her home a n d  a photograph o f  the s c e ne 
w a s  g a ine d .  A tour of the are a w a s  m ade , in the course of wh i c h  a 
c attery w a s  d i sc overed . The owner w a s  i nterv iewe d , but w a s  unab l e  
to a s s i st a s  he had on l y  taken over i n  J a nu ary 1 9 8 4  a nd h a d  no 
a n ima l s  o n  the prem i se s . It w a s  noted dur ing inve st igati o n  of 
ne arby Theobo l d s  Wood that a new motorway ( M l O )  d iv id e s  W a l th am Cro s s  
from Gof f s  Oak : the cre ature wou l d  h ave h a d  t o  cro s s  th i s  road to 
get to the New R iver . However , l oc a l  re s idents exerc i s ing the ir d ogs 
or out f or a stro l l  were a b l e  to cro s s  the motorway without d i f f i c u l ty . 

Attempts were m ade to v i s it Broxbourne zoo ( whose owner h a d  
f a i l e d to c o-operate in the e arl i er inve stigation of the Cu f f l e y 
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l i one s s , (see E arthquest News No . 8 )  but un fortunate l y  the zoo was 
c l o s e d  for the winte r . I n f a ct , the zoo a p pe a r s  to be the subj ect o f  
some controve r s y  l oca l l y ,  but i t  h a s  not s o  f ar b e e n  po s s ib l e  to 
a s c e rta in whethe r th i s  h a s  any b e a r ing on the b ig c at s ight ings in 
the a re a. The ' En f i e l d  Adve rti s e r ' was contacted but had not 
re ce ive d  any furthe r b ig c at s ight ing re ports fo l l owing 
the i r  October sto r y . 

OTHER S I GHT I NGS 

Mrs . Gore supp l i ed deta i l s  o f  other s ight ings and re l ate d inc idents 
in the a re a . 

F i r s t l y ,  in Octobe r  1 9 8 3 , her hu s b and had s e e n  the s ame cre ature 
from the r e ar garden o f  the fam i l y ' s  bunga l ow .  On th i s  oc c a s ion it 
had been about two hundre d feet away , on the a l l otme nts wh ich exte nd 
be yond the garden . He c a l l ed Mrs . Gore , who w a s  j u st in t ime to see 
it mak ing o f f . The pol ice were c a l l e d  and on a r r i v a l  at the scene , 
imme d i ate l y  l aunched a hunt , armed with tranqu i l l i s i ng d art guns . 
The hunt met w ith no succe s s  and w a s  eventua l l y  c a l l e d o f f .  

S e c o nd l y , a numbe r o f  workme n emp l oyed o n  the Dover f ie l d  
de ve l o pment have a l so b e e n  w itne s s  t o  the b ig c at a nd have re l ate d 
s ight ings to Mrs . Gore , f o l l ow ing the pub l ic ity s urround ing her 
own s ight i ng . Here are the c a s e s  wh ich have so f ar c ome to our 
not i c e : -

a )  A p l umber s aw a l arge b l ack c at dr ink i ng from the New R iver 
in the v i c i n ity of Wa l th am Cros s ,  a bout two m i l e s  from Go f f s  
O a k . 

b )  A workm an was exerc i s ing h i s  d og i n  Theob o l d s  Wood at 5 A . M .  
one morning whe n  he he ard a growl ing no i s e . H i s  dog showed 
s igns of f e ar and he l e ft the wood imme d i ate l y .  

c )  Mrs . Gore overhe ard one workma n  rem ark to a nother : ' I ' ve 
s e e n  that puma aga in . ' 

Th i rd l y , dur ing May 1 9 8 3 , a Mr . W i seman o f  G o f f s  Cre s cent , 
Go f f s  Oak , found gi ant p aw marks and dropp ings in h i s  garden , wh ich 
had a p pe ared overn ight . The paw marks were much larger than tho se 
o f  a d ome stic c at or d og and comp r i se d  s ix s e p arate l y  i ndent i f iable 
sections . The exc reta wa s of suf f ic ient quant ity a s  to re qu ire a 
s hove l to remove it , much more th an wou l d  have b e e n  left by a 
dome stic c at or dog . 

I t  a l s o c ame to our atte nt ion th at a bout f our y e ars ago , 
dur ing 1 9 8 1 , a Mr . M a l l yon , husb and o f  the librar i a n  at Go f f s  Oak , 
e ncountered wh at he d e s cr ibed a s  ' the strang e s t  cre ature I h ave 
e ver s e e n ' in h i s  garden one n ight . H i s  w i fe b el i e v e s  it wa s the 
s ame cre ature that Mr s .  Gore w itne s se d . 

L a s t l y ,  we d i s c overed th at a policeman e ngaged i n  the hunt 
fol l ow ing Mr . Gore ' s  s ight ing , told Mrs . Gore th at he had s e e n  the 
c re ature in the he a d l ights of h i s  c ar one n ight a b out two ye ars 
b e f o r e , ie . 1 9 8 1 . He also ment ioned that the po l ic e  had had re ports 
of she e p  b e i ng s avage d in the are a  dur ing October 1 9 8 3 .  

6 

ANALYS I S  OF OPT I ONS 

In v iew o f  the number of s ight ings and other e v idence , and the 
re l ative l y  l ong span of t ime , I be l ieve a p a r a p s ycho l og ic a l  e x p l an ­
ation c an be ru l ed out . Howe ver , none o f  the witne s s es we r e  
que stioned a s  t o  po s s i b l e  p s yc h i c  exper iences a s  th i s  a ppro a c h  
seemed inappropr i ate under the c ircumstanc e s . 

Th i s  c a se const itute s impre s s ive ev idence for a l arge b l a c k  c at 
ro aming the are a around Go f f s  Oak . Loc a l  o p i n ion , inc lud � ng the 
po l ice , supports th i s  v iew . However , the po l iceman who d1s c u s s e d  the 
matter w ith Mrs . Gore a fter her husb and ' s  s ight ing was of the o p i n ion 
th at the c at wa s a pet wh ich e ither e s c a ped from time to t ime , or wa s 
l et out at n ight . Mrs . Gore appe ared to th ink th i s  a like l y  
expl anation . The r e  are , o f  cours e , a number o f  obj ect i o n s  t o  th i s  
the ory: i f  the c at e s c a p e s  regu l ar l y ,  how i s  i t  re c apture d ,  o r  d o e s  
i t  return o f  i t s  own accord ? I t  i s  s a id that e s c aped b i g  c ats d o  not 
l ike l i fe ' on the run ' and pre fer regu l ar mea l s  and she l ter . Even so , 
the ide a of regul ar e s c a pe s  does stretch the imag inat i o n . A s  for 
the sugge stion that ' it i s  put out at n ight ' l i ke a dome s t i c  c at ,  
th i s  pre sume s a degree o f  irre s po n s ib i l ity on the part o f  the owner 
wh ich must sure l y  be w ithout pre cedent . It mu st be extre me l y  d oubtfu l 
whether a large c at wou l d  return to its owner of its own a c c ord i n  
the morn ing a f t er roam i ng s e veral m i l e s . I regard this e xpla n a t i o n  a s  
laughab l e . I n  a n y  event , the s e  e x planations v iew the cre ature i n  
i so l at ion , and take n o  account o f  the s andy c o l oure d l i o ne s s  s e e n  at 
ne arby Cuf f l e y  in 1 9 8 3 .  

CONCLU S I ONS AND R ECOMMENDAT I ONS 
The s ight ings o f  d i f ferent cre ature s at Cuf f l e y and G�f f s

.
O a k  ( ab out 

one m i l e  apart ) f it in w ith the n ation a l  pattern of s1ght1ngs . I 
c a nnot be l ieve that zoo s a nd c ircuse s are suf fer ing los s e s  o n  such a 
s c a l e  ( and not re port ing them ) , nor th at pr iv ate ( a nd unre g i�te r e d ) 
owners are so c are l e s s  w ith the ir pets . Th i s  l e aves the a l l 1mportant 
que stion a s  to the orig i n s  o f  the a n im a l s . I be l ieve th i s  c a nnot beg i n  
t o  be s a t i s factor i l y  answere d until a s pec ime n h a s  b een c apture d and 
stud ied by zoo l og i s t s . Th i s  shou l d  at l e a st pro�e or d i s prove the 

. the ory that the y are a rare type of b ig c at ind1ge nous to t h e  Br it1sh 
I s l e s . 

I n  the me ant ime , we shou l d  s u s pend j udgeme nt , rememb e r i ng that 
few t y p e s  of anomalous phenomena f it re ad i l y  into any s i ng l e  the�ry , 
and that the e v i dence o ften p o i nt s  to a c omp l ex , rather th a n  a s 1mp l e  
explanat ion . 

I t  i s  to be hoped t h at ASSAP wi l l  a s s i st in current re s e arch . i nto mystery a n ima l s , b y  pub l i s h i ng re c e nt s ight ings and e n c ourag1ng 
members to inve st igate re porte d s ight ings of the cre ature s .  

* * * 

Ed itor ' s  Note - M ichae l ' s  re port i s  exce l l e nt . I w i s h  a lot more 
peop l e  wou l d  take so muc h  t ime over c a s e s , in ste ad o f  j u s t  u s i ng 
pre s s  cutt ings wh ich are o fte n inaccurate and incomp l ete . 

M ichae l h a s  c ome to the conc l u s ion that the Goffs O a k  a n im a l  
w a s  not paraphys i c al in nature , a l though he a l s o �e c ide s th at the 
non - s e n s i c al explanations g iven to h im by the pol 1ce were not 
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accecpt able . So whe re doe s the an imal c ome f r om? The re a r e  a s  
M ichael po i n t s  out , con s ide r able s im ila r i t ie s  be twe e n  the s; c a s e s  
a n d  many o t he r s  from elsewhe re . F o r  i n s t ance , the r e  is  the 
pe cul i a r i t y  of the Gof f s  Oak black panthe r - l ike anim a l  b e i ng seen 
only a mile away from the l i ones s - l ike animal a t  Cuf f l e y . Wh y is  
th is ? Are two sepa r a t e  a n imals e s c ap ing f rom the s ame zoo or 
pr ivate collec t ion , o r  the s ame owne r ?  Ab surd , o r  cour se i t i s . 
Howeve r ,  you had the s ame t h i ng in E s sex with the Fobb ing puma 
s i gh t ings in 1 9 8 2  and t h e n  the Hornd o n  b l ack panther s igh t ings , 
j u s t  fou r m ile s away , in 1 9 8 3 . 

Ye t the Goffs Oak a n im a l  had been a r ound for a t  l e a s t  two 
ye a r s  whe n it  wa s seen by Hr s .  Gore ( a  nice syncronous n ame i f  
ever the re was one ) i n  Oc tober 1 9 8 3 . S o  whe r e  had i t  been 
in those two year s ?  S l e e p ing o r  h iberna t ing? The n there is M ichae l ' s  
re ference to the new M 1 0  mo to rway go ing through Go f f s  Oak . On 
seve r al occ as ions I have shown the l i nk be twe en maj or man -made 
i n t rus ions upon the land s c a pe and the a p pe a r ance o f  out - o f - p l ace 
an imals . Re servo i r s , r ai l way line s , bu i l d ing cons t ruc t ion and 
rub b i sh t ips are j u s t  s ome o f  the i n t r u s ions wh ich seem to he 
a s s oc i a t ed with such s i gh t i ngs , sure l y  showing s ome sor t of 
pa r aphys i c a l  explanat ion the re somewhe re . 

Anyway , th anks aga in Kichael . Ke e p  up the good wor k .  

Puma-a eft'lll 
leepy Goffs Oak 

POLICE were called escaped from his P-tsition," he said. "lt was 
� f' 0 k 1 about the size of a Great to �of s a ast zoo. Dane , black and with a week after a resident The resident, Cyril Gore long curved tail . lt was . 

reported that he'd of Doverfleld, (ioff's Oak, stationary for a while and 
seen a puma in his s.a�d .. that ttJ.� .. P4!ll8 ha.d then moved off in the 

. . . · fifst J>een sp,ttltd 'hu h1s d' t. ' T le Bar " back garden. Two •' wife'7'1ast month; � · the �rec �fl. o•,._ emp . 
police units were field tha� backs onto his Mr Gore said ·that he. 
brought in and a . garden. Then .they had had been terrified, and 
h I' • • ed ·. i reported the Sighting to told hOW he was convinc-e tcopter JOin : n the ·police who said they ed it was not a dog. He ex-the hunt. A repres�m- would look into it. plained how the plumber 
tative · from Brox- Last week, it was Mr in the village had also seen 
bourne ZGo · was Gore.himself who s�w lhe the cat·drinking from the 
brought In to help, �:s:i�l�! ��� �fo���n�� 

New River. 
but he stressed that when suddenly 1 saw a The police called off the 
no animals had large cat in a crouched search for the animal, 

The cut t ing from the ' En f ie l d  Adve r t i s e r  which s p a r ked o f f  
Michae l Lewi s '  inve s t ig a t ion of t he G o f f s  O a k  black p�n the r .  
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THE GUARDIAN DOG OF LEIGH 
The gruesome tale of the how the discovery of a 
preserved dog led to the uncovering of macabre and 
archaic superstitions surviving in an Essex pub 
One d ay i n  Mar:h la s t  yegr I wal ked i n t o  the Le igh T ime s of f i ce 
and found a r e vo l t ing look ing p ic ture on my d e s k . I t  showed t h e  
c a r c a s s  o f  a dog , ve r y  po s s ib l y  a wh i ppe t . W i t h  t h i s  was a p i c t u r e  
of t h e  o l d  d i su s e d  s t ab l e s beh ind o n e  of o u r  Le igh public hous e s ,  
The Ca r l t o n , s i tu a ted i n  Le igh B r o adway , j u s t  three hund red y a r d s  
f rom our o f f ice . Accomp anying these w a s  a note from the 
pho t ogr aph e r  t o  a f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  dog had been found b e l ow the 
f l oorboa r d s  of the o l d  t ac kr oom - whe r e  the s ad d l e r y  was ke p t  -
wh i l s t  wor kme n we r e  r i p p i ng up t he f l oor . 

The C a r l t o n  i s  a V i c t o r i a n  b� i l d ing - coPs t ruc ted o r ig inally 
in 1 8 9 8 , a s  a c o aching inn , c omp l e t e w i t h  s t ab l e s  for the ho r s e s . 
I t  i s  now ju s t  a n o t h e r  pub , a l though a t  the t ime they we re in �h e  
proce s s  o f  chang i ng t h e  s t a b l e s  i n t o  a s e r ie� o f  sma l l shop �n1 t s  
t o  be c a l led S t ab l e  Mews . I t  wa s the b r a inch1 l d  o f  the propr 1 e t or 
And r ew H a rd ing , a young c h a p , who h ad bough t the s t ab l e s  o f f  t h e  
brewe r ie s  f o r  h i s  o w n  comme r c i a l  e n t erpr i s e . 

I knew immed i a t e l y  t h a t  t h i s  c a r c a s s  might have been put 
below the s t ab l e s  for supe r s t i t ious pur pose s ,  a nd I rec a l l e d  the 
c a se f r om Sudbury i n  Suffo l k  whe r e  the mumm i f ied c a rc a s s  of a 
c a t  had b e e n  found b r icked up i n  the ch imne y of an o l d  m i ll hou s e  
in 1 9 7 5 .  T h e  p l a c e  w a s  b e ing r e c o n s t ruc t ed i n t o  a p�b and

.
mo t e l 

a nd t he wo r ke r s  dec ided to remove the c a t  and ge t r1d of 1t . 
I nexp l i c ab l e  t h ings s t a r t e d  t o  h appen a f t e r  i t s  removal . F i r e s  
a n d  d i s a s t e r s  a t t e nded t h e  t r ave l s o f  t he c a t  a nd the re ce n t l y  
cons t ruc t ed r o o f  o f  the m i l l  c o l l apsed , c a u s i n g  £ 6 0 , 0 00 wor t h  o f  
damage . 

The owne r s  then c ame to the i r  s e n se s , r e - found the c a r c a s s  a n d  
r e placed i t  i n  i t s  or i g i n a l  po s i t ion , w i t h in t h e  ch imne y s t ac k , 
comple t e  w i th an a p o l ogy no t e ! A g l a s s  c a se was t a ckl e s s l y  pla c e d  
around t h e  c a t  s o  t h a t  v i s i t o r s  c an now s t a r e  i n  a t  the poo r  
c r e a ture a s  they r e c al l  i t s  wr a th a n d  po s tu l a t e  the ir belief i n  
th ings supe r n a t u r al . 

Re al i s ing the pos s ib l e  impo r t ance of t h i s  s t r a nge f ind a t  The 
C a rlton a s  a good news s to r y , I c ont ac ted the p r o pr ie tor , And r e w  
H a r d ing . He s i t a n t l y ,  I me nt ioned t h e  p o s s ib l i l i t y  o f  the c a r c a s s  
h a v i ng b e e n  pu t there a s  s ome form o f  guar d i a n  t o  pro tec t the pl a c e , 
a nd t h i s  he t o t a l ly a c c e p t e d , r e c a l l ing t o  me t he c a se f rom Sud b u r y  
in Suffolk . A p p a r e n tly , he u s e d  t o  live i n  S u f f o l k  a n d  rememb e r e d  
t h e  public i t y  whi ch sur r ounded t h e  c a se a t  t h e  t ime . H e  inv i t e d  
m e  d own t o  s e e  t h e  dog , wh ich I w a s  ab l e  t o  v iew l a t e r  that s ame 
d a y . 

V I S I T 
I knew t h a t  the d o g  wou l d  have to be rebur ied a t  some po int , a n d  
th a t , i f  po s s ib l e , i t  should be c a r r i ed o u t  u s ing s ome form o f  
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meditation. However, the important thing at that time was to see 
the carcass and ascertain whether it was a guardian animal or not. 
I called sensitive, Carole Young (now Smith), who lives in Leigh 
and asked her to come along. She said she would and arrived at 
the office a little later. 

Once at The Carlton, Andrew guided us through to the back of 
the pub where the carcass was being kept among the crate loads of 
P�ls lag7r a�d empt� brown bottles. It was about two feet in length 
w1th a n1ne 1nch ta1l. It was mummified, with it skin pressed up 
against the bones. All of the organs had gone, as had the eyes, 
although the carcass was remarkably preserved. 

Whether it was us I don't know, but the whole appearance of the 
an�mal suggested that it had been deliberately buried and that 
th1s had taken place while it was still alive. Andrew Harding felt 
the same, and Carole picked up that it had been buried alive. 

Once we had seen the dog, Andrew took us to the old tackroom. 
It is a relatively small room, the only one among the stables 

with a wooden floor, and it was at this point that we confirmed 
that this animal had been a guardian dog. For the carcass was 
found by the workmen just in front of the fireplace, the 
traditional place for such animals. However, nothing else was 
found with the dog, it was on its own, laying upon the hard clay 
floor beneath the wooden floorboards. 

'·\'HAT IS A GUARDIAN? 

� think it is about
.

time �o explain just exactly what a guardian 
1s all about, espec1ally 1n respect to animal burials of this kind. 
The idea is extremely old and is thought to have originated as far 
back as Neol�thic times whe� human souls were set up to guard the 
tombs of the1r elders and k1ngs. It was considered a great 
privilege to be a guardian of this kind and it would appear that 
the chosen person would go willingly to their death for this 
purpose. The process would t�ke place using magical ceremony to 
make sure that the soul or ghost would remain at the site involved 
and did not disavpear into the next world. Yet guardians did 
not have to be human beings. Animals were also used in a similar 
way, as were supernatural beings and created thought forms, like 
monsters and demon-like creations, meant to scare people away. 

As we became more civilised, if you can put it that way, the 
idea of site guardians on a conscious level, became more refined, 
and it was considered that the best thing to guard a building or 
site was either a Christian saint, or, if you lived a heathen life 
out in the sticks, an animal of some sort. 

The most common use of an animal guardian was to protect the 
building from outside evil influences. This could be done by 
hanging lucky charms over doors and windows, although if the 
threat was more serious, like continued bad luck at the site, or 
a history of bad emotion, then the only way was to use an animal. 
�s the hea�th was the centr� of activity in an inhabited building 
1t was belteved that the an1mal would need to guard this spot 
in particular. Therefore, once the animal had been chosen, it 
was put t0 death, usually by poisoning, and left to die at the 
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A photograph of the mummified dog found beneath the tackroom 
floor of the stables beneath The Carlton public house, Leigh 

* * * 
·!·,. 

position it was intended to guard. Some form of ceremony would take 
place, as in ancient times, to fix the spirit or ghost of the animal 
to the site. Remember, people used to have this belief that the 
spirits of the dead haunted the places where they were killed if 
they had met with an unnatural form of death, hence their belief 
that this could be put to use and a spirit commanded to stay at a 
certain spot to guard it. Particular concern was taken to ensure that 
murder or suicide victims were not buried on consecrated ground, 
because people believed that their spirit would stick around and 
annoy not only the living but also those buried in the churchyard. 
Their bodies were taken to crossroads and buried there, positions 
in the landscape, where, it was believed, the 'winds' ( ie. the 
natural energies of the earth) would take the spirit into the 
four directions. This is obviously a reference to the four elements 
- earth, air, fire and water - and is also linked with the idea of 
quartering a person when they were put to death. 

Thus it was that cats, dogs, sheep, even humans, have been used 
since time immemorial to guard buildings and sites. They are nearly 
always found in a position associated with the hearth, fireplace or 
chimney stack and are nearly always found perfectly preserved. 

As late as Victorian times, if the construction of a building 
was thwarted with troubles and problems, then a local shaman or 
cunning man (or women) would be called in to deal with the problem. 
If they diagnosed 'evil spirits' then they would prescribe an 
animal guardian as the solution. 
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SO WHAT HAPPENED AT LE IGH IN 1898? 

If we accept that the dead dog was a guardian, then how did it come 
to be buried beneath The Carlton public house? What sort of 
superstitious belief led the people of Leigh to carry out such an 
act? More importantly, who gave them the instructions as to what 
they should do? 

As many of you are no doubt aware, South East Essex was supposed 
to have been, in the minds of many writers of the occult, a 'hot 
bed' of witchcraft and sorcery. I think this is rather over stating 
the case, although there certainly were several cases of individ­
uals who, it was claimed, practiced the Old Ways around the area 
during the last couple of centuries. Among these names was a chap 
called Cunning Murrell who practised in Hadleigh and nearby Leigh­
on-Sea, during the early years of last century. 

Murrell was a cunning men in the true sense of the word. Not 
only did he cure the sick using magic spells and prJphesise, he 
was a total eccentric, using the curiosity and fear of the local 
people to play upon their gullibility. Many believed him to possess 
incredible supernatural powers and his den in Church Lane, Hadleigh 
would have been a credit to Kerlin, with skulls, herbs, strange 
books, chests and cauldrons laying about. 

Murrell was well known locally and it is very likely that 
if the apparently superstitious people of Leigh required some act 
of magical significance to be carried out, they would have used 
Murrell. However, he died some time before The Carlton coaching 
house was built in 1898 so it was not his magical services which 
resulted in the dog being set up as a guardian. 

Yet the memory of Cunning Murrell probably lingererl around 
Leigh and it was this superstitious atmosphere which undoubtedly 
led someone to use this form of magical practice to contain and 
negate a negative influence which obviously surrounded the 
construction of the coaching house, but why? 

It could be that the building was thwarted with bad luck and/ 
or the site was connected with something particulaly negative. 
Perhaps a previous building on the site had been plagued with 
fires or supernatural manifestations, we don't really know. 
Anyway, it was seemingly decided that a guardian dog should be 
used to keep at bay any malevolent influence which might try to 
strike down either the horses which were to be kept in the attached 
stables or the stable hands living on the premises. 

DON'T D ISTURB THE GUARDIAN 

In mystical lore it is taboo to disturb the body of a guardian 
animal if uncovered. If it is disturbed or removed then the 
malevolent influences it has guarded will be let lose to cause 
acts of extreme back luck upon the site. 

Bearing this in mind, and recalling the events surrounding 
the disturbance of the cat carcass at Sudbury during 1975, I 
suggested to Andrew Harding that the dog should be reburied at 
the earliest convenience. He readily agreed and even suggested to 
Carole and I that some form of simple ceremony could be carried 
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out when it was reburied. For the time being though, Andrew said that 
he would look after the dog and make sure that it was not damaged 
in any way. He said that the tackroom was having a concrete floor 
laid and that he would instruct the builders to make a rectangular 
hole in the exact position where the body was found. In here, he 
said that he would construct a wooden box which we could seal down 
before the hole was filled with concrete. 

Andrew left the arrangements for the burial with me and mentioned 
that we could get some of the other local newspapers down to cover 
the event. I agreed and then left to write my own story on the 
discovery of the dead dog. 

BACK IN THE LEIGH T IMES OFFICE 

I wanted to find out a little more about The Carlton pub, especially 
about the time it was constructed and the land on which it was 
situated. Was there anything which might indicate just why it should 
have been associated with malevolence in the first place? 

I spoke to local historian, Mrs. Sheila.Pitt�Stanley to see what 
she could offer. Now, Sheila is not just a h�stor�an, she has recorded 
and studied the folklore and legends of Leigh for nearly fifty years 
and has a manuscript ready for publishing on the subject. There isn't 
anyone who knows Leigh better than Sheila. If anyone would know about 
The Carlton then it would be her. 

Sheila listened with extreme interest at the story of the dead 
dog. When I had finished, she paused for a moment then informed me 
that she had no reason to think that The Carlton should have been 
associated with malign influences. She said that previous to the 
coaching house being built, the land belonged to the

.
Churchandthat, 

as far as she knew, no previous building had ever ex�s�ed on the 
site. However, she did add one interesting fact. The f�r�t owner 
of the pub was a Mr. Nightingale, a very outgoing, sport�ng man, 
according to tradition, who was fond o� cou�try sports. Cors: 
racing with whippets was very popular �n Letgh around that t1me 
and it is very possible that the dog could have belonged to Mr. 
Nightingale, Sheila suggested. 

So I wrote a piece on the story and this appe�r7d unde: the 
headline 'Gruesome find under Broadway pub stables 1n our 1ssue 
of 5th March 1984. All I had to do now was to wait to see when 
the concrete floor in the tackroom was complete. Only then could 
we arrange for the reburial of the dog. 

COINC IDENTAL M ISHAPS 

The discovery of the dog and the subsequent publication of the news 
story caused quite a stir around Leigh. However, it was among the 
building contractors working on the new shopping arcade that the 
greatest concern was to be found, as shor�ly after

.
th: dog was

. 
removed to the confines of the pub, a ser1es of co�nctdental m1shaps 
befell them. 

One man fell off a ladder, hurting himself quite badly. A 
cement mixer fell on another, whilst the foreman, Mr. John �organ, 
suffered a freak attack of severe chest pains which c�use� 
temporary paralysis, when he was leaving the stables 1n h1s car one 
day. 
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A l l the se
.

inc ide n t s  happe ned a r ound the s ame t ime , l e ad ing 
some of the bu 1 l d e r s  to be l ieve t h a t  they had b e e n  c aused by the 
removal of the dog . One s a id he wou l d  be ' g l ad whe n  it was 
rebur ie d.' 

THE aEBU� I AL CEREMONY. 

Andrew Hard ing c o n t a c ted me and s a id tha t the conc re te f l oor in 
the t a ckr oom had now been l a id and t h a t a date f o r  the rebur i a l  
cou l d  b e  a r r anged . I d e c ided on Tue s d a y , 2 7 th M a r c h  a t  1 0 . 3 0 .  He 
s a id he wou l d  c on t a c t our o t h e r  l oc a l  new s p a pe r s , t he'Even ing E cho' 
and the'Ye l l ow Adve r t i se r ! t o  see if t he y  wanted to s e nd a l ong a 
r e po r t e r  and pho t o g r a phe r . 

I c o n t a c t ed C a r o l e  Young a nd a s ked he r t o  be there , a s  we l l  
a s  J e f f  and De bbie Sawa r d , e a r t h my s t e r i e s  re s e a rc he r s  w i t h  t he 
Caerd r o i a  P r o j ec t , who l ived a t  n e a r b y  Thunde r s l ey .  

The que s t i on was , wh a t  shou l d  we d o ?  A ful l s c a l e  med i t a t ion 
was just no t on . With pho t og r a phe r s  and r e po r t e r s  a r ound , they 
wou l d  j u s t  make a mocke r y  of i t . No , i t  had t o  be a l i t t l e  more 
sub t l e. So , rec a l l ing the a p o l ogy no t e  wh i c h  had been l e f t  w i th 
the c a t  a t  Sud bur y whe n t h a t  w a s  r e bur ied , I wou l d  comp i l e  a 
l e t t e r  to the dog , add r e s se d  f r om And rew Hard ing a nd The C a r l t o n  
pub , out l i n i ng the c i rcum s t a nce s o f  the d og ' s  bur i a l , h o w  a nd 
when i t  w a s  found , and a po l og i s ing f o r  d i s tur b ing i t . Th i s  I woul d  
r e ad out a l oud a s  the dog l a y i n  i t s  new g r ave and i n  the 
pre s e nce of a l l those the re for the r e bur i a l . W i t h  it I wou l d  
pu t a s pec i a l l y  s e a l ed and f r amed c opy o r  the Le igh Times news 
s t ory , a l ong w i th a s p r ig of yew a nd t he he r b  t hyme , two plan t s  
a s s o c i a t ed w i t h  mo r t a l i ty and p r o t ec t ion . 

Eve r ybody agreed t o  t h i s  and on t he d a y  the y a r d  beh ind the 
pub was buzz i ng w i t h  l i fe . The re we r e  repo r t e r s  a nd phot og r a phe r s  
trom three news p a pe r s , Andrew H a r d ing a nd h is w i f e , v a r ious of 
the workme n , J e f f  and Debb ie Sawar d , C a r o l e  Young a nd myse l f .  
A f t e r  var ious p i c tur e s , And rew c a r r ie d  t he c a r c a s s  i n t o  t he o l d  
t ackroom and l a id i t  down upon a p i e c e  o f  ve lve t m a t e r ia l . I 
s pr ink l e d  t he t hyme a r ound the ins ide o f  t he box and C a r o l e  l a i d  
t h e  spr ig o f  y e w  n e x t  t o  t h e  dog . 

Next I r e a d  out the l e t t e r , ve r y  ce r emon i ou s l y ,  before l ay ing 
the rest o f  the b i t s  and p ie c e s  in t h e  box . Once this had been 
comp l e ted , the l id o f  t h e  box wa s s c rewed d own and s e a l e d  with r e d  
sea l ing wax. The e v e n t  ended a nd , a f t e r  a sho r t  na t te r , eve r yone 
l e f t  to c o n t inue the day in the i r  own way . 

Somehow the a tmo s phere s e emed l ig h t e r  a f t e rw a r d s . E a r l i e r, 
Car o l e , De bbie and one or t wo othe r s , s a id they had been fee l ing 
a l i t t l e i l l ,  some th ing wh ich they had a s s oc i a t e d  w i th the 
c i rcums t ance s of the d a y . Howe ve r , a f t e r  t he c e r emony t he fee l ings 

,d i s a p pe a r e d . 

AFTERWARDS 
Mo re news p a pe r  p i e c e s  f o l l owed t he r e bur i e l . The c o nve r s ion o f  
the o l d  s t a b l e s  i n t o  a n e w  shopp ing a r c ade wa s c om p l e t e d  and 
the shopke e pe r s  moved i n . Pe r s ona l l y ,  I had my doub t s  about the 
pos s ib l e  c omme r c i a l  suc c e s s  of S t ab l e  Mews l ong be f ore it opened. 
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vil spirits 
fear over 
unearthed 
-�og's tomb 

.., ITEI'tlAHII HAODEN 
BUILDERS made aarisly find when they opened up the noor or the 
tack-room in leiah Stables durina rebuildina works. 
They ditcovered the mummifoed bodJ or • whirret d•>tt· <<'mrlete with cl•• .... and 
Jnccwered some ancient folklore. 

Mum mined animals were believed tu be buried •here hearth• were cnn•tructed in buildinas up to 100 Jean qo to act u ,.,ardian• tn w•rd off evil '.1!;�;,,_ , 
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A se l ec t ion of the p re s s  c u t t ings c o l l ec ted on the une ar t h i n g  o f  

t he gua r d i an dog b e ne a t h  The Car l t on pub l ic house l a s t  Februa r y . 

1 5  



The le t t er rea d o u t  aloud 
d ur i ng t he rebur i al of the 
dog o n  Tue s d a y, 27th M arc h 
l a s t  year, a c o py of wh i c h  
h a s  been left i n  the box 
for a n yo ne who may c ome 
a c ro s s  the g uard i a n i n  the 
future! 

The C arlton 
The Bro a dw a y 
Le i g h - o n-Sea 
E s sex 

16 

Tuesd ay, 27th M arch 1984 

De ar Gu ard ian Dog, 

For e i gh t y-f i ve years you lay a t  the 

foo t o f  t he hear t h, the ga t ewa y to the otherworld, gu ard i ng 

unwan ted malevolen t in fluences. 

Th i s  posi tion you have kept des p i te the v ar i ou s  

ch a n ge s  wh ich t he i n n  a nd s t a b les h a ve underg o ne over the 

years. 

Then on Thurs d a y, 23rd February 1984, wh i l s t  m ajor 

a ltera t i on s  were t a k i n g  place to convert the s ta b le s  i nto 

a ser i e s  o f  small s h op u n i ts y o ur mumm i f i ed carc a s s  w a s 

u nco vered beneath t h e wo oden floorb o ards of t he old ta c kroom. 

I t  w a s  carefully removed and kept w ith i n  the i nn wh i l s t  a 

new con c rete floor was laid, to be returned at the e a r l i e st 

con ven i ence. 

So on th i s  day we are return i ng y our mumm i f i ed c arca s s  

to the p o s i t i o n i t  wa s found, w h i ch w ill n o w  be bene ath the 

new concrete flo or. A s pec i ally prepared box h a s  been m ade 

to preserve and protect you. 

Wh i l s t  y o ur c arca s s  wa s ex po sed an art i cle o n  the 

d i scovery a p peared in our local news p a per, the Le i gh T imes ,  

o n  5th M arch 1983. A co p y  of th i s  art i cle i s  enclo sed i n  the 

box alo n g  w i th th i s  le t ter. 

We a polog i se for d i sturb i n g  y ou a nd h o pe that y o u  w ill 

con t i nue to act as g u ard i a n  to the C a rlton a nd the s ho p s  

when they are o pened i n  M a y  th i s  year u n der the name o f  

Stable Mews .  A spr i g  o f  yew a n d the herb thyme , two p l a n t s  

as s oc i ated w i th mor t al ity a n d  protectio n h a ve been put w i th 

your carca s s  to help y o u  in the role. 

Andrew H a rding 
For the C arlton 

I t s s i tua t ion , b e h i nd a pub , and wi thou t a th roughfare , me a n t  t h a t  
t h e  s h o p s  wou l d  have l i t t l e pa s s ing t r ade. No t on l y  t h i s , bu t Le i gh 
i s  f a s t  l oo s ing i t s  popu l a r i t y a s  a sho p p i ng area bec ause of the 
growth and expa n s ion in recent ye a r s  o f  Sou thend H igh S t ree t .  

Su f f ice i t  s a y  t h a t  had the gua r d i a n  dog not been rebur ied a n  
awfu l l o t  of peop l e  wou l d  have sudde n l y  s t a r t ed be l iev ing in j i nxe s , 
gua r d i a n s  and ma l ev o l e n t  inf l uence s ,  a s  S t ab l e  Mews is not do ing 
ve r y  we l l .  A l l I can say i s  tha t it wou l d  ha ve been a l o t  wo r s e  if 
the dog had not been put b ac k .  

D O  I B EL I EV E ?  

M a n y  peop l e  h ave a s ked m e  whe ther I ac tu a l l y  be l ieved tha t the 
s p i r i t  of some dog wa s guard ing ove r The C a r l ton a nd tha t the bad 
l uc k  wh i c h  f o l l owe d i t s  exhum a t ion w a s  a d i rec t res u l t  of i t s  
d i s u r b a nc e . 

We l l ,  t he an swer i s  ye s ,  I do. I ' m n o t  sure about the bu i l de r ' s  
b a d  l uc k . Tha t  c ou l d  have been a s  a r e s u l t of the ir own b e l ie f  i n  
the supe r s t i t io n . Howeve r ,  t h e  r e a sons for t h i s  be l ie f  a r e  ve r y  
c omp l e x  a n d  l ie i n  the r e a l ms of p l ace memor ie s  and s t or ing t hought 
forms and informa t ion . 

I f  the s i te invo l ve d  had in the p a s t  been sub j e c t  to p a r t icu l a r l y  
nega t ive impre s s ions , l ike a murder , a s l augh te rhouse , a s u i c ide or 
a l un a t ic a s y l um ,  for i n s t ance , then t h i s  wou l d  be impr i n t e d  upon 
the f a b r i c  o f  the p l ace . Such fee l ings are e x t reme l y  imb a l a n c e d  a nd 
o pvre s s ive , and c ause a s im i l a r  s t a te of imb a l a nce in the m i n d s  o f  
any p e r son or a n im a l  wh i c h  v i s i t s  or l iv e s  a t  t h e  s po t  a t  a l a t e r  
d a t e . Th i s  a f fe c t  w i l l  r e su l t in imb a l anced karmic ac t iv i t y , o r  
neg a t i ve forms o f  unconscious psycho - ki ne s i s , ie . p a r anorm a l  o r  
b i z a r r e  event s .  Th i s  c a n  b e  a s s oc i a ted i n d i v idua l l y ,  w i t h  one pe r s on , 
or c o l l e c t ive l y  w i th a group of peop l e . S t r ange f ire s , po l t e r ge i s t  
a c t iv i t y , m a n i fe s t a t ions , c o i nc ident a l  b ad l uc k , heavy oppre s s i o n , 
e x t r aord i n a r y  s ynchroni c i t ie s  and phys i c a l  i l l ne s s , c a n  a l l r e s u l t 
f rom a nega t ive inf l uence c aused by imb a l anced p l ace memor ie s . 

The b e l ie f t h a t  t h i s  imb a l ance , or ' b ad l uck' c a n  be neg a t e d  
by us i ng a guar d i an works l ike t h i s : t h e  be l i e f  tha t t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  a n im a l  w i l l kee p  a t  b a y  or s t op t h e  nega t iv i t y , cou p l e d  w i t h  
t h e  c a r r y ing o u t  o f  a s ymbo l ic c e remony t o  t h i s  a f fec t ,  and the 
re l e a s e  o f  t he powe r fu l  l ife e ne r g i e s  g iven o f f  by the an ima l when 
it is put t o  d e a th , w i l l fuse together t o  a c t ua l l y  c r e a te a p l a c e  
memo r y , o r  m o r e  c o r r e c t l y ,  a thought f ormed gua r d i an wh ich w i l l  
have t he de s ired a f f e c t .  The na ture o f  the imb a l a nced p l a c e  
memor ie s  w i l l  be a l t e r e d  or upd a ted , a nd the ' guard i an' though t 
form w i l l  s to p  any ou t s ide imb a l anc e d  e n e r gy f r om e n t e r ing i n t o  
t h e  s i te i t  i s  gua r d ing . Th i s  w i l l inc l ude a n y  human age nc y w i t h  
t h e  a t t e n t ion o f , s a y , c aus ing harm t o  t he ho r s e s  in the s t ab l e s . 

Howe ve r , a l l  of t h i s  i s  t e c hn i c a l  t e rms wh ich won ' t make a l o t 
of s e n s e  to mo s t  peop l e . I t  i s  e a s ie r  and c o r r e c t  to s imp l y  be l ieve 
t h a t  gua r d ians c a n  be c r e a ted and t h a t  they a r e  ve r y  re a l  e n t i t ie s  
wh i c h  shou l d  b e  l e f t  a l one and n o t  d i s turbed . I f  they a r e , then 
qu i c k l y  put them b a c k  w i th an a p o l ogy n o t e ! If  you don' t . . .  then be 
i t  upon your he a d . You have been forewa r ned ! 
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·su perst it ion or 
o ld trad it ion? 

TH Jt mummified body of a 
whl �Jtlet dog - complete with 
clad and teeth - stirred up 
mt.r,. t han curiosity when it  was 
disco'vered under noorboards of 
old stables i n  Leigh. 

For t he whippet INd been put 
there about 8S years ago for a 
spc11itic purpose - to ward off evil 
spilli.l 

,....,. ;  that was why Andy Harding. 
m-.,r of the Carhon pub. d«idcd to 
la«�fiOchanc:cs. The dol!. found hcncath 
the �C.olc block behmd hcs lei11h 

Why a long-dead dog· was 
given a very decent funera l  

Broadway pub, wou ld have to be 
reburccd - with a note apologising for 
dcsturbtng it .  

The dug was discovered under wooden 
noorboards cn the tackroom b,· builders 
The lat!cr arc transformcna ,·he forme� 
stables cnto a small shoppina arcade, to 
he ca lled Stahle Mews. 

In kcepina with a folklore tradition, 

cats and dogs were buried in buildinas up 
to I 00 years aao to act as auardians and 
to keep evil spirits at bay. 

Andy realised the builders had 
uncovered a "auardian doa" because of a 
similar case some years aao in Suffolk, 
where a mill house wu beina restored. 

"I remember readina that the owners 
offered a mummifced cat to a local 
museum," said Andy. "Two days later 
the rooffell in where the a nimal had bo:en 
buried, c:a usina £60.000 worth of 
damaae. 

"We decided not to tempt prtwidenc:c. 
Best to be on the safe side." 

Andy called in Wickford fol klore 
upert Andy Collins, who advised 
re burying the animal. But even while the. 
builders were finishing oiT cementing t he 
noor where the dog had bo:en a few 
strange occurrences happened . 

Andy, founder of group called 
Eanhquest which studies folklore, said: 
"After the discovery there was a series of 
minor mishaps. One of the builders fell 
ofT a ladder, and a cement mixer toppled 
over for no reason. After that it was 
considered best to put the dog back 
where i t  was found." 

According to Andy . guardian cats and 
dogs were often buried alive. 1t  was 
believed that the animal's ghost would 
fend ofT evil spirits. But if disturbed, it 
was thought that extreme misfortune 
would befall the household. 

Although the most common place of 
burial wa� by the hearth- it was thought 
of as the focal point of the hou.•e -
mummified animals have been found in 
ma;�d�th:�::·�;s� 

i
�::

in
ja��

ft
�i was 

t hought t h a t  a house could be 
innumccd by evil spirits. The idea was 
to set up the ghost of an animal to cuard 
over the hearth - and by virtue of that 
the house itself." 

So last week pub manager Andy held a 
burial service. And to strcngt hen the 
"�pell." a sprig of yew and the herb 
th�mc - two plants associated in 
folklore with mortality and protection ­
were put in with the .Joa. Also 
enclosed was a letter explaininJ how the 
dog had been uncovered during 
alterat ions to convert t he  stables. 

.. At least it will explain the sipificance 
of the animal if in 100 ycan time the area 
is again redeveloped," he commented. 
Pub l>on Andy llt�rrlinJ. IOfrtltrr M'itlt ltis 
M'ifr Enid tmd And)' CollitU. rr-btirr tltr IIIIIMIIIijird�. • 

Ano the r one of the a c c oun t s  of the r e bur i a l  o f  the dog wh ich 
appea red i n  a l oc a l  n e w s p a p e r .  Th i s  one come s f r om the Ye l l ow 
Ad ve r t i s e r  of 6 t h A p r i l , 1984. 
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THE BATTLE FOR PARK WOOD 

- AN UPDATE 
The latest developments in the sad saga 
off Park Wood , the Glastonbury zodiac's 
centre 

to sell 
sacred 

L a s t i s sue Tony Rob e r t s  r e po r te d  o n  the sad news that P a r k  Wood , 
t he c e n t r e  of the Some r s e t  t e r r e s tr i a l  zod i a c , h a s  b e e n  put up for 
s a l e  f o l l owing the 1 iquid a t ion o f  its  present owne r , . Snows , the 
t imbe r me rchan t s . He r e po r ted how a f t e r  f ind ing that  t h e  wood had 
s a c r e d  conno t a t ions the va l ue o f  the l and was inc r e a s e d  and how 
b id s  had been rec i e ved from four s e p a r a t e  sourc e s , a l l w i t h 
d i f f e r e n t  ide as o f  wha t  the y w a n t e d  t o  do to t he poor wood . 

Sinc e the n  I have been cons t a n t l y  in touch w i th Tony and c a n  
n o w  g i ve y o u  t h e  up - t o - d a te s i t u a t ion in t h e  • b a t t l e  f o r  P a r k  Wood • . 

Tony has been v i s i t ing P a r k  Wood r e gu l a r l y  over t h e  pa s t  few 
weeks and has been been f ind ing more and more e v idence o f  pe o p l e  
t r e kk i ng o u t  the r e  and l i t t e r ing i t  w i t h the r emna n t s  o f  t he i r  
r i tu a l s , both phys ic a l l y  a n d  p s y c h i c a l l y .  P e n t agrams , r i tu a l  
obj e c t s  a nd incense h a v e  been f ound s c a t t e r e d  among t h e  t ree s . 
i s  a s o r r y  s t a t e , a l though i t  h a s  l ong b e e n  known th a t  P a rk Wood 
is used for r i tual o f  vary ing k i nd s . I t  wou l d  se em t h a t t he 
ma te r i a l i s t ic imb a l ance of the s i te i s  be ing ma t c hed by the p s y c h i c  
une a s i ne s s  p r e s e n t  the re a t  the mome n t . 

- · 

De s p i t e  t h i s  une a s ine s s , dur ing a r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  the wood 
Tony was rewarded w i th a s igh t ing o f  a pe cul i a r  l ook i n g  s n ake n e a r  
t he we s te r n  p e r ime t e r  o f  t h e  wood . He s a id i t  wa s no t a s l ow - worm , 
a g r a s s  s nake or an adde r , s i nce he knows the se c r e a t u r e s  v e r y  we l l .  
No , i t  wa s three t o  four fee t  l ong , q u i t e  t h i c k  and m a r ked w i th 
cur i ous wh i t e  c i r c l e s  and g r e e n i s h  b r own , a l m o s t  swa s t ika - l ike 
p � t t e r n s . Tony s a y s  i t  l ooked a t  h im for wh a t  appe a r e d  t o  be a ful l 
m i nu t e , before s l ow l y  gl id ing d own i n t o  the wa t e r  of t h e  d e e p  
p e r ime te r  d i tch ! He r e a d  th i s  a s  the Guar d i an making m a n i fe s t  t o  

h im h i s  ' awareness o f  t h e  s i tu a t i on ' . A l a rge s e r pe n t  g l id ing a r ound 
t he pe r ime t e r  o f  the zod i ac ' s  own s e r pe n t  is a r a ther s p e c i a l  
synchroni c i t y , i t  mu s t  b e  s a id . 

On a more mate r i a l i s t ic l ev e l though , the prob l em s  sur r ound ing 
the s a l e  are grow i ng . The Temp l e  Tru s t  i s  cu r r e n t l y  i nv o l ve d  in a 
c iv i l  war , w i t h  two o f  i t s  numb e r  b a t t l ing for powe r b e fore a 
c ohe r e n t  program i s  even d r a f t e d . The numbe r  o f  b idde r s  i s  a l s o 
growing . Two more have been r e c ieved - one , i t  wou l d  s e em , f r om 
H o l l and a nd t he o t h e r  f r om F r ance . The Du tch b id Tony fe e l s  c ou l d  
be t h e  Du tch I s r ae l i t e s  who a r e  a l r e ad y  connec ted w i t h  G l a s t onbury 
and the F r ench one , we l l , we l e ave that o ne up your own imag i n a t ions ! 

Tony has though , r e c e ived a c knowl e dgement of h i s  l e t t e r  fr?m 
t he M . P . ' s  o f f ic e  and they i n t ima t e  tha t Mr . H e a t hc o a t  Ame ry w t l l 
mee t  w i t h  h im when he re turn • s  f r om a v i s i t  t o  Japan n e x t  week ( w / c  
4 M a r ch ) . The ac tua l ��Lt ion d a t e  i s  s t i l l  ob s cured f r om us , 
de l ibe r a te l y  one suspec t s . Tony i s  in c o ns t a n t  cont ac t w i t h  
M i s s . E l i zabe th Le ader o f  R I LKO , who h as  prom i se d  fu l l  back-up 
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f ac i l i t ie s  for any ac t ion nece s s a r y .  Con t a c t  h a s  a l so been made 
i n  the n a t iona l news me d i a  for po s s ib l e  future c over age . 

No t much more is known than t h i s . Howeve r , it i s  impo r t an t  
t o  remember tha t the wood i s  the c e n t re s p o t  o f  the t e r re s tr ia l  
zod i ac , t he Crown o f  the l and , b o t h  t opog r a ph ic a l l y  and 
p s y c h ic a l l y .  Wha t ever happe n s  here w i l l have a r e ve rbe r a t i o n  
e f fe c t  throughout the who l e  o f  the zod i ac . The b e s t  way t o  
e xp l a in t h i s  i s  t o  u s e  a n  a n a l ogy o f  a gyrosco pe , you know , one 
of those d e v i c e s  you put on the top o f  a m i n i a t ure E i f f e l  Towe r 
t h a t  spins r ound r e a l l y  f a s t . We l l ,  when t h a t  is s p inning a round, the gyr o s c o pe i s  perfe c t l y  b a l anced , l ike the energies of the 
zodiac . Howeve r ,  i f  the p iv o t  po i n t  i s  t ouched s l igh t l y . the 
gyrosc ope bec ome s imb a l ance d , s p i r i l l ing w i l d l y .  Th i s  i s  wha t 
happens in the zod i a c  i f  the c e n t re p o i n t  i s  t ampe red w i t h  t o o  
much . 

Th i s  imb a l ance wou l d  c ause a l o t  of nega t iv i ty no t on l y  
w i th i n  the zod i a c , but a l s o w i t h i n  the C i rc l e  o f  P e r pe tua l Cho i r s , 
the l a rge r , n a t iona l ve r s ion of the zod i ac wh ich h a rmon i s e s  the 
e ne r g i e s  of the who l e  of Br i t a i n .  

The owne r s h i p  o f  P a rk Wood w i l l b e  c ruc i a l  t o  the harmo n i s ing 
of the Some r s e t  t e r re s t r i a l  zod i a c ' s  powe r , whe the r it i s  l e f t  as 
it is o r  rede ve l oped . Admin i s t r a t ive dec i s ions in t he r e a l  wor l d  
c a n  s e r ious l y  a f f e c t t he b a l ance o f  s ome t h ing on a p sychic l e ve l . 

So l e t ' s  hope tha t a l l  the r e l e va n t  informa t ion needed t o  
s o r t  ou t P a rk Wood ' s  l i t t l e  prob l em i s  made a va i l ab l e  soon . 

DEVIL TALK J; 
OMEN AND DREAM LEAD I TALI AN TO GOLD CO I NS : Jus t l ook a t  t h i s  s to r y  
a s  an exam p l e  o f  t h e  r e l a t ions h i p  be tween ome n s , d r e ams and 
a r te fac t r e t r ie v a l . 

Mar i o  Ange l uc c i  f r om B ache r o  d i  C ingo l i ,  ne a r  F l orenc e , b e c ame 
c o nv inced that  good l uc k  wou l d  s oon c ome h i s  way whe n he found a 
l i z a rd w i t h  two t a i l s n e a r  h i s  h ome . Appare nt l y ,  the re is a l oc a l  
be l i e f  t h a t  i f  one f in d s  a two - t a i l ed l i z a r d  good for t une wi l l  
sho r t l y  fo l l ow .  

H e  r e fused t o  hand i t  ove r t o  b i o l og i s t s  f r om a l oc a l  
unive r s i t y  a nd wou l d  n o t  even l e t  t hem g o  ne a r  h i s  house . I ns t e a d , 
he ke p t  t he l i zard a s  a pe t and wa i te d  f or s ome t hing t o  happe n .  
Soon a f t e rwards ( i t d oe s n ' t  s pe c i f y  how l ong ) h e  h a d  a pe cu l i a r , 
y e t  vivid d r e am o f  Roma n  s o l d ie r s  march ing p a s t  h i s  house a s  they 
had done 2,000 ye a r s  b e f ore . One of t hem s t opped and s a id t o  M a r io : 

' Go 1 5  me t r e s  i n t o  the f ie l d  beh ind your hous e  and d i g  down 6 0  
c e n t ime t re s . ' 

Whe n  M a r io g o t  up the next morning he f o l l owed the ins t ruc t ions 
and d i s c ove red a hoard o f  Roman c o ins wor t h  £ 30 , 000 . ' I  knew t h a t  
l i zard w a s  a good l uc k  s ign , ' s a id 6 7 - y e a r  o l d  Mar io . ' I  m igh t neve r 
have be l ieved the d r e am if I hadn ' t  be l ieved in the powe r s  o f  t he 
l i zard w i t h  two t a i l s\ 
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ENTER THE STUMP� CROS S BIRDMAN 
ALAN CLEAVER and the ed itor intr oduce a b i z a r r e  
a l ien animal s ight ing w i th deep r oo te d  
symb o l ic ove r tone s 
A l an C l e ave r and your e d i to r  wou l d  like to int r oduce you t o  a 
b i z a r r e  a l ien a n im a l  s ight ing w i t h  a d if f e r e nc e . F i r s t l y ,  t he 
phenomenon w i t ne s se d  is r e l a t ive l y  un ique , and second l y ,  i t  was 
seen by Le ice s t e r  med ium , Rita Goo l d , and her husband S t e ve . Wha t  
the coup l e  s aw on a t w i l ight eve n i ng l a s t  May , s t re tche s our 
b ar r ie r s  of re a l i t y  t o  new heigh t s , and it is for the s e  r e a s ons tha t 
we fee l i t  shou l d  be s e t  down in wr i t ing . 

The inc ident was f ir s t  reve a l ed t o  us on v i s i t ing R i t a  and 
Steve at the i r  Le ice s t e r  home o n  Saturday , 2 June l a s t  ye a r . P r e s e n t  
was A l an , your e d i t o r , a nd var ious ind iv idua l s  from the ASSAP c amp . 
I t  is f rom this interv iew t h a t  the be l ow ac count was t ake n .  

* * * 

R i t a  and S teve we r e  re turn ing t o  Le ice s t e r  a f t e r  a l ong t r i p wh ich h a d  
l ed t h e m  t o  Epp ing Fore s t , in We s t  E s sex . The d a t e  was S a turday , 
1 7  M a y . I t  was a psychic que s t  i n  wh ich they h a d  been l ed , by R i t a ' s  
spir i t  c ommunic a t ions , t o  the home o f  a p a r t ic u l a r  pe r son , the 
ide n t i t y  o f  whom , R i t a  woul d  l ike w i t hhe l d . Howe ve r , o n  f ind ing the 
home , wh ich p roved t o  b e  the p l a c e  they we r e  l ooking f o r , R i t a  and 
Steve managed t o  ge t l o s t  i n  the fore s t , a po i n t  we sh a l l  r e turn t o  
l a te r . 

R i t a  had fe l t  a ver y  oppre s s ive a tm o s phe r e  in the fore s t  tha t 
d a y  and they l a ter l e arned why t h i s  w a s . For i t  was on t h i s  d a y  t h a t  
t h e  po l ic e  we re recov er ing t he b o d y  o f  l i t t l e  Mar ie P ayne , the gir l 
abduc t e d  f r om Gore sb rook Road i n  Dage nh am , k i l l ed and bur i e d  in a 
sha l l ow gr ave within the for e s t . 

The two l e f t  the a r e a  and began t o  m ake t he i r  way home a l ong 
t he M l l mo t o rway t owa r d s  Hunt ingd o n . By 9 . 30 t h a t  even ing , the 
sun h a d  set and the sky was d arkening . The y  r e ached t he e nd of 
the mo t orwa y , near the v i l l age o f  Stump$ C r o s s , whe re the r o a d  
change s t o  t h e  ��. H e r e  t h e y  d e c ided the y  ne eded s ome pe t r o l  and 
so pul l e d  into a service s t a t io n  on the s ide o f  the dua l  c a r r iagewa y . 
Once t he c a r  had been f i l l ed , and the b i l l p a id , Steve d r ove a l ong 
the s l ip road which wou l d  t ake them b ac k  o n t o  the A�y. 

I t  was then t h a t  R i t a ' s  eye s wer e  d r awn to a s t r a nge f o rm in 
the sky , s ome thir t y  fee t above t he f ie l d s  to the r ig h t  of t he 
dua l - c ar r i agewa y . I t  a p pe a r e d  t o  be moving in a we s te r l y  d ir e c t ion , 
a t  r igh t angl e s  to the m a in road . I t  was b ig a nd b l ack , and a t  f ir s t  
she t hough t i t  was a k i t e , but then s he re a l i s e d  t h a t  i t  wa s an odd 
t ime t o  f l y  k i t e s , s o  imme d i a t e l y  rec ogn i s e d  its b i z a r re n a t ure . 
The r e  w a s  a l so s ome t h ing smal l ,  n o t  l ike a b i r d , f l y ing a r ound the 
aer ia l  f o rm v e r y  f a s t , c on fus ing t he image r y  even more . 

R i t a  drew Steve ' s  a t t e n t ion t o  wha t  s he c ou l d  see and he 
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imme d i a t e l y  s t o pped t he c a r and s t a r e d  a t  the e x t r aord i n a r y  s igh t 
w i t h  h i s  w i fe . 

I t  d awned upon t hem t h a t  t h e y  we r e  w i t ne s s ing s ome form of 
gro t e s que b i rdman . As i t  gr adu a l l y g o t  c l o s e r , mo r e  and more de t a i l s  
c ou l d  be made out . I t  had a dome d h e a d , a n e c k , q u i t e  a t h i n  body 
and l eg s  wh ich seemed t o  hang downw a r d s  a nd e nd in f ee t , no � c l aws . 
The w i ng s  had a w i ng s p a n  of abou t 1 2  f e e t .  The y we r e  s l owl y 
f l a pp i ng a nd d id n o t  a pp e a r  to be t h e  f o r c e  beh ind the upr igh t 
moveme n t  of t he body . I t  a p pe a red b l a c k  i n  c o l our a nd may we l l  
have had some f orm o f  f e a thery t e x t u r e  t o  t he bod y . I t  l ooked 
l i ke the s o r t o f  moveme n t  one m ig h t  e x pe c t t o  s e e  o f  a man w i th a 
J ame s Bond - l ike b a c k  p a c k , and in R i t a ' s  m i nd i t  a l s o l ooked l ike 
some th ing ou t of J a s o n  and the Argonau t s , a ' c rude work ing mode l . '  

The sma l l  obj e c t  f l y i ng a r ound the l ar g e r  one s e emed t o  b e  
c omp l e te l y  s e pa r a t e , a l t hough t he t w o  we r e  i n t e g r a l l y  l inked . 
I t  s p an around ' a s if i t  was go ing m� ' Ne i t he r  R i t a  or S te ve c ou l d  
even s t a r t  t o  c on s i d e r  j u s t  e x a c t l ylth i s  wa s .  

R i t a  s a id : ' I t wa s a s  i f  they we r e  m a k i ng a f i l m  the r e , b u t  
in t he ac tua l a r e a  the r e  wa s noth ing . N o  w a y  wa s i t  a n  e ag l e , '  she 
empha s i �ed . ' I t gave off e v i l . '  S teve s a id ' I t  was S a t a n ic .' 

S t eve s a id i t  c ame from the nor t h - e a s t  a nd p a s se d  i n  front of 
them at a d i s t ance o f  be twe en 1 4 0 to 1 6 0 y a r d s  awa y . I t s he ight was 
' a s h igh a s  a hou s e : Both s aw it go off i n  a s ou t h -we s t e r l y  
d i r e c t ion . 

On t he l i t t l e  obj e c t  f l a p p ing a r ound , R i t a  w a s sure i t  was a 
b i r d . ' I t wa s no t c o n nec t e d  t o  t he b i rdman i n  a n y  wa y , ' she s a id , 
' a s a t  one po i n t  i t  d r o pped d own and t h e n the t h i ng f l ew b a c k . I 
though t i t  wa s pe c k ing a t  i t  a t  f ir s t . '  

S t eve added t h a t ' . . .  i t  wa s s o  qu i e t a nd i t  s e emed t o  be 
hove r i ng ( ie .  it was n o t  suppo r t e d  by t h e  moveme n t  o f  the wings ) .  
I d e f i n i t e l y  f e l t  i t  was a man . The r e  we r e  n o  l igh t s  on i t . '  

Once out o f  s igh t , R i t a  and S t eve d r ove o n t o  the � and 
c o n t inued_. t�e i r  j ou r ne y . B i za r re l y ,  t h e y  d id n o t  t u r n  back and s e e  
i f  a nyoneAha d  a l s o w i t ne s s e d  t he phe nomenon i n  the s e rv i c e  s t a t io n . 
R i t a  a l s o l a t e r  remembered th a t  s he h a d  a l oaded c ame r a  i n  h e r  
b a g  wh i c h  she h ad no t even though t o f  a �  t h e  t ime . 

B o th R i t a  and S t eve f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  p r e s e nc e  g iven o f f  b y  
t he b i rdman w a s  so s t r ong t h a t  a l l  they wan t e d  t o  d o  was ge t out o f  
the a r e a  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  they c ou l d .  

* * * 

So t ha t ' s  i t , R i t a  and S te ve ' s  a c c oun t o f  t he i r  b i r dm a n  s ig h t ing . 
An a r t i s t ' s  imp re s s ion of wha t the y s aw a p pe a r s  on t h e  oppo s i te 
page a nd grue s ome i t  l ooks . Make o f  i t  wha t  you wan t . Howeve r ,  I 
wan t  now to p a s s  you ove r to A l an who h a s  h i s  own i d e a  of wha t  

w a s  h a p pe n ing o� t h a t f a t e fu l  d a y  l a s t  m a y . 

R i t a  a nd S te ve ' s  b i rdman e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a n  e x t reme l y  unusua l 
e v e n t ; a h igh s t r ange ne s s  c a s e . The r e  h ave , howe ve r ,  been o t h e r  
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An a r t i s t ' s  imp r e s s ion of the S tum p s  C r o s s  b i r dman , a s  s e e n  
b y  R i t a  a n d  S teve Goo l d  o n  t h e  A l l l a s t  M a y . ' I t wa s S a t a n i c , '  
S t e ve s a id o f  t h i s  macabre mon s t e r .  

b i rdman e x per i e nce s in Eng l and and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  the w o r l d .  The on l y  
e s s e n t i a l  d i f fe r e n c e  in d e s c r i p t ion i s  t h e  s m a l l e r ob j e c t  wh i r l i ng 
a r ound the b i rdman . I t  is a l s o unusua l f o r  a n e c k  to be o b s e r v e d . 

J a c q ue s Va l l e e h a s  shown how fo l k l o r e  c a n  t h r ow s om e  l i gh t on 
s t r a nge e x p7 r ie nc e s , pa : t ic u l a r l y  U�O e nc o un t e r s . The s ame t e c h n ique s 
e a � b7 a pp l 1ed to the b � rdman e}� pe r 1 e n c e . My r e a s on f o r  sugge s t i ng 
t h 1 s  1 s  the e ve n t s  l e ad 1 ng up t o  the G o o l d ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  f o l l owe d a 
p a t t e r n  a l mo s t  ide n t ic a l  w i t h many f o l k l o r e  t a l e s : The y  we r e  l e d 
on a j ou r ney by me s s ages fr om the s p i r i t  wo r l d  ( t he s p i r i t  o f  
Raymond Lodge ) .  S h e  wa s t aken i n t o  a f o r e s t  b y  a fee l i ng o f  e x t r eme 
fe a r , so much so she was a l mo s t  unab l e  to b r e a t h e . Th i s  m a v  h a ve b e e n  
b e c a u s e s h e  was p s y c h i c a l l y  p i c k i ng u p  o n  t h e  d i s cove r y  t h � t d a v  o f  
M a r i e Payne ' s  body . T h e y  f i n a l l y  d e p a r t  f r om t he for� s t  a n d  h e a �  
home , b u t  a s  t h e  n i g h t  s t a r t s  t o  f a l l  t h e y  e n c ou n t e r  t h e  d e n i z e n  
b i r dman . 

The d a r k  fore s t  is pr inc i p a l l y  a t oo l  f o r  d e s c r i b ing in i t i a t i o n ; 
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a s  is Jonah e n t e r ing the wh a l e ' s  be l l y ,  the wo l f  e a t ing the c h i l d , 
the w i tch e a t ing c h i l d r e n  a nd so on . Th i s  wa s usu a l l y  in i t i a t ion 
into a new re l ig ious or s o c i a l  s t a tus or the ch i l d  into matur i t y . 
Tha t symbo l i sm doe s not s e em to a pp l y  to t he R i t a  exper ience , 
howeve r ,  un l e s s  fu ture e ve n t s  sugge s t  tha t t h i s  even t was a turn ing 
po i n t  in he r l i fe . In t he me ant ime , it is p o s s ib l e  t o  see s ome o f  
the accompanying s ymbo l i sm . 

F i r s t ,  a c c o r d ing to t he rul e s  o f  fo l k l or e , i t  i s  e s se n t i a l  
tha t t h e  p a r t ic i p a n t  become s l o s t  in t h e  f o re s t  wh i c h  i s  exac t l y  
wha t  happene d  t o  R i t a . Onc e cut o f f  f r om t he known wor l d , t he 
par t ic i p ant i s  sur rounded by the unknown : fe a r  i s  the main force 
t o  be ove r c ome . I n  R i t a ' s  c a se this f e a r  seems l inked t o  t he Mar ie 
Payne inc ide n t , but a s  J . C .  Coope r in ' F a i r y  Ta l e s  - A l l egor ie s  of 
the I nner L i fe ' po i n t s  out , ' I n many c u l t s  a nd in i t i a t ic r i t e s  t he 
Dark For e s t  i s  e qu a t e d  w i t h  t he r e a lm o f  t he dead , so t h a t  t he 
in i t i a t o r y  d e a t h  t a ke s p l ace in t he abode of d e a t h . ' Hence t he 
Mar ie P a yne d i s c o ve ry may have s imp l y  been a techn ique by wh ich 
the supe r n a t ur a l  f o r ce s a t  work unde r l ined that the f or e s t  was the 
l and o f  d e a th . 

The b i rdman may have been a p a r t  of t he f e a r  in s t i l l ed in R i t a , 
t he c l imax o f  he r f r igh t e n ing expe r i ence in the wood e p i t om i s e d  a s  
a d a r k  c r e a ture p r oj ec t e d  i n t o  t h i s  re a l i t y . I n  t h i s  c a se i t  t�ok 
the shape of a h a l f  b ir d , ha l f  man c r e a ture . I t  was t y p ic a l l y  
seen wh i l e  R i t a  and S t e ve we r e  i n  a c ar { ac c o r d ing t o  a theory 
by r e s e a r ch e r  J ohn K e e l ) .  Mr . Coope r wr i te s : ' I t is  n o t  o n l y t he 
dr akne s s  o f  t h e  fore s t  i t s e l f  t h a t  is dangerou s , b u t  the mons t er s , 
bea s t s , w i t c he s  a nd powe r s  that  l ive in i t  t h a t po s e  a c o n s t an t  
thre a t . The he r o ' s  f igh t w i t h  these mons t e r s  o r  powe r i s  
rem i n i s c e n t  o f  the conf l ic t  be twe e n  the f o r c e s o f  l ight a nd 
da rkne s s . ' 

Howeve r ,  the r e  w a s  no sugge s t ion of a f igh t w i th t he b i rdman 
even though R i t a  p ic ked up t he e v i l  s e n s a t ion f r om thec r e a ture . So 
I wou l d  r a t h e r  sugge s t  t h a t  the b i rdman w a s  j u s t  p a r t of t h e  
darkne s s  and f e a r  expe r ie nc e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  d a y  i n  t h e  fore s t  o r  
a s  a moc k ing P . S .  to  the d ay ' s  even t s ; i n  muc h  the s ame way a s  the 
f in a l  mo thman s ig h t ing in J ohn Kee l ' s  ' Mo thma n  P r o phec i e s ' book 
is s e e n  to f l y  ove r the c o l l a p s e d  b r idge . 

DEVI L  TALK 
EARTH MYSTER I ES WEEK I N  S . W .  SCOTLAN D :  An i n t e re s t ing wee k - l ong 
e a r t h  my s t e r ie s  e ve n t  is p l anned for M ay t h i s  y e a r . 

The e v e n t  - an i n fo rmal s e r i e s  of wo rkshops a nd outdoor 
ac t iv i t ie s  - w i l l  t a ke p l ace at  Laur i e s t o n  H a l l  P e o p l e C e n t r e , 
C a s t l e  Doug l a s , K i r kcud , Br igh t s h i r e  be twe e n  3 1  M a y  a nd 7 June . 
The c o s t  i s  £ 5 8 . 5 0 inc l u s ive . 

The ve nue , Lau r ie s t o n  Ha l l , i s  a coun t r y  man s i o n  se t in i t s  
own gr ound s and wood l a nd s and i s  run a s  a c e n t r e  f o r  eve n t s and 
group ho l i d a y s . I t  i s  a l s o surr ounded a gre a t  c o nc e n t r a t io n  o f  
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anc ie � t s i t e s  a n d  s e ems a n  ide a l  s i t e f o r  such a n  e a r t h my s t e r i e s  
func t � on . Among th e t o p i c s c o v e r e d  dur ing the week i s  dows ing , l e y s , 
s t a n? � ng s t o n e s  and e a thwo rks , l a byr in ths , e ne r g i es , und e r s t a nd i ng 
the �mpo r t ance o f  the ce l e s t i a l  bod ies a nd r i tua l hea l i ng . 

F o r  fur the r  info rma t io n  a nd d e t a i l s  of the venue c on t a c t 
' Pe t e : a � Laur i e s ton Ha l l ,  C a s t l e  Doug l as , K i r kcud , Br igh t s h i re� 
me n t �on � ng E a r thque s t  News. 

S I LVER �TAR SOC � ETY F I NE D  O�ER M I DN I GHT R I T ES : A gr ou p of oc cul t i s t s  
c augh t � n  the m � dd l e  o f  mag � c a l ce remony i n  wood l a nd ne a r  Tamwo r t h 
in St a f fo r d s h i r e , we re f i ned a t o t a l of £ 2 , 0 0 0  l a s t  Se p t embe r .  

' 

The g r oup , who c l a imed to b e l ong to the ' S i l ver Star Soc ie t y ' ,  
a n ame ado p t e d  f r om A l e i s t e r  Crow l e y ' s  g r oup of the same n ame , we r e  
a r r e s t e d  b y  p o l ice on c a nnab i s  cha r ges a f t e r  a l o c a l  f a r me r h ad 
r e po r t e d ' s t r a nge go ings o n . ' 

Be f o r e  the swoo p , the g r oup - who numb e r e d  s ix t e e n  - we r e  
a p p a r e n t l y  d a nc i ng naked a r ound a c amp f i re a r ound midn igh t. I t  
was a l s o a ful l moon a t  the t ime . 

Whe n  po l i c e  i n t e r ru p t e d  the p r oc e e d i ngs , the group wa s f ound 
to po s s e s s  qua n t i t ie s  of the drug c a nnab i s  and so tha t was the e nd 
o f  the i r r i tua l . 

' Th7 t e n  me n and s ix women we re d a nc ing n a ked , chant ing and 
engaged � n s ome sort of c u l t r i t u a l , '  s a id Mr. De rek Was s l e , 
p r o s e c� t �ng a t  �amwo r t h . He added t h a t  ' . . .  the i r  soc i e t y  w a s  be l i e ved 
t � be 1 nv o l ved 1n the s tudy o f  a s t ro l ogy l i nke d w i t h anc i e n t  m a g i c a l  
r 1 t e s . ' 

• No, M, Mr. lmtlh-lt'1 FrHmasons on a TUESDAY night " 
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A f t e r  the he a r ing , many of the s ix t e e n  
thanked t h e  po l i c e  for the ir cour t e ous 
t r e a tme nt and s a id one a f te rwa rds : ' We' re 
j u s t  a harml e s s  bunch o f  e c c e n t r ic s  who 
a r e  a b i t  inc l ined to do t h i s  when the 
moon c ome s out . '  So tha t' s the re 
excu se ! 

we r e  We l l ,  de t a i l s o f  t h e  s ixteen 
pub l i shed in many o f  the n a t ional  
news p a pe r s , p l e a s ing · them no end , I 
wou l d  sus pec t .  Anywa y , I though t 
I wou l d  cont inue the t r ad i t ion , 
s o  to s pe ak , and do the s ame . 

Magit•People 
in the dock 

THE FINED cult member; were: 
.from Tamworth: beekeeper James Lees, 45; unemployed ' oult�rlst John Harrls 40, builder Stelan Dainowlcz, ' 32; unem. ployed Richard Deacon. 37: unemployed oraphlc designer Carol Smith. 32; unem61oyed Catherlne Thompson. 22. kid Kathleen lrlohton. 315. 
From Frome, Somerset: wOOd 

turner Ralph Wheatley, 35; 
artist's mOdel Peter Stalnton. 32: 

Once a g a i n  I w i l l que s t i. on unemployed carpenter Davld 
the ne ce s s i t y  of c a r r y ing out any :t:�f

r
���''mo���r-��-�"ne s�:!�:�� 

form o f  observance wi thout your 
�::!�:�':� G�e�:n1:11�

d35�nemployed 
c l o t hes on . The y  s a y  it a l l ows the From Leicester: dental tKh· 
f l ow of the body' s n a t u r a l  :�

c
��plo�!csrry ha����serll::Ja!�: e nerg ies and thus e nhanc ing the Welsh. 215. · 

ou t c ome of the r i tua l . Th i s  
Ma�t;' ��

t
�.,:r.�

m
:r �:!,:

lv�r,�� may be so , but sure l y  t h i s  i s  ctHnbe. Dwoft. 
c o n t e r ac ted by the sexual � -

e go t i sm o f  the s i tu a t ion and the ne g a t ing a f f e c t  the 
wou l d  have upon . the body . O f  a l l  the p s ych i c s  I h ave 
not one h a s  ever p ic ke d  up a ce remony o r  r i tu a l  f r om 
whe re the peo p l e  h ave b e e n  n aked . 

c o l d  a ir 
worked w i t h , 
the p a s t 

The r e  is though , one o ther po i n t  whi c h  c om e s  out o f  t h i s  t r i a l . 
Wh a t  i s  the l aw r e g a r d ing the p r a c t i s i ng o f  unor thodox r i tu a l  o r  
me d i t a t ions ou t i n  t h e  open ? I t h i nk t he answer l ie s  in wha t  
e xa c t l y  you a r e  d o i ng .  Fo r in s t ance , be ing naked c ou l d  me a n  t h a t  
you wou l d  b e  a r r e s t e d  f o r  inde c e n t  exposur e . F ir e s  woul d  me a n  you . 
c ou l d  be a r r e s ted f o r  d amage to p r o pe r t y , a nd i f  you we r e  o n  
p r ivate l and , y o u  c ou l d  be thrown o f f , n o t  a r r e s t e d , f o r  t r e s p a s s ing .  
D i s turb ing the p ie c e  i s  p robab l y  the one wh i c h  woul d  be used f o r  
those not do ing any o f  the above , s ince i t  woul d  h ave been a 
c a l l f r om the d i s turbed pub l ic that  woul d  h ave a l e r t e d  the 
po l ic e  in the f i r s t  p l a c e . 

FENG SHU I PERPLEXES AMER I CAN BANK I NG G I ANT : The v i c e - pr e s id e n t  o f  
Ame r i c a' s C i t i b a nk Cor por a t ion w a s  j u s t  about t o  o p e n  up a new 
br anch in Hong Kong whe n Ch ine se emp l oye e s  i n s i s te d  t h a t a 
geomanc e r , a feng shu i  exper t ,  be c a l l ed in to che c k  f o r  b a d  c h ' i 
• . .  e v i l  s p i r i t s . 

De s p i te p r o t e s t s , Mr . Rus s e l l  eventua l l y  c o n s e n t e d  t o  the 
demand s and a l l owed the who l e  bu i l d ing , inc l ud ing his own o f f i c e , 
t o  be surveyed us ing a c omp a s s  l ike obj e c t  e t ched w i th Ch ine s e  
symb o ls  a s s oc i a ted w i th feng shu i . 

Mr . Ru s s e l l  w a s  i n f o rmed t h a t  a s pe c i a l  m i r r o r  shou l d  be hung o n  
t h e  ou t s ide wa l l  t o  de f l e c t  e v i l s p i r i t s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  
in s t a l l an aqu a r ium , w i t h s ix b l ac k  f i she s t o  a b s o r b  a n y  m a l e vo l en t  
s p i r i t s  tha t h a d  manage d  t o  s t r ay p a s t  t h e  m i r ror . 
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He w a s  a l s o t o l d  to move h i s  desk c l o se to the d o o r  . . .  an 
inconve n i e n t  s po t , bu t one out the d i rec t l i ne of the s p i r i t s . 

Howe ve r , Mr . Ru s se l l  d e c ide d to ignore a l l the se s ugge s t ions 
even though he had been warned tha t this c ou l d  r e s u l t in h im 
having a s e r ious pe r s ona l  a c c ident and be c r ipp l ed . A few d a y s  l a ter 
Mr . Rus se l l  s l ipped on s ome s t e p s  and s e r ious l y  d amaged his s p i ne . 

H i s  Ch ine s e  s t af f  s a id t h a t  they we re no t going t o  t ake any more 
chanc e s  and s o  go t in the aquar ium w i th i t  s ix b l ack f i she s , the 
m i r r o r  t o  ward off s p ir i t s  a nd moved Mr . Rus se l l ' s  de s k  out o f  the 
d ir e c t l ine o f  the s p i r i t s . 

Seve r a l  months h ave p a s s e d  s ince then and the re h a ve been no 
more a c c iden t s . Howeve r ,  i t  has been a c o s t l y  exper ime n t  a s  for the 
s e r v i c e s  of the geomanc e r  a nd the v a r ious o t ner i tems , the c o s t 
c ame t o  E 2 0 , 00 0 . ' But , '  a s  Mr . Rus s e l l  so n i c e l y  pu t i t , ' t he re have 
been no more a c c ide n t s . Cred i t  ' Su�d a y  Expre s s' 1 / 4 / 84 . 

J ESUS EGG THAT WEPT : For those of you who m i s s ed t h i s  s t o r y  on the 
f r o n t  page of ' The Sun ' new s p a pe r  of 1 4  Apr i l  l a s t  ye a r  or in a 
r e c e n t  ed i t ion of ' For t e an T ime s ' then he i t  is a g a in . I t  is so good 
tha t I have t o  r e c o r d  it i n  t h i s  j ourna l . 

I t  ha ppened l a s t  E a s t e r  whe n a c h i l d  f r om Mexborough , Yorks 
b r ough t to s choo l a d e c o r a t e d  egg , c omp l e te w i th the f a c e  of Chr i s t  
and a c r own made o f  b arbed w i re upon i t s  top . 

To the ama zeme n t  o f  l i t t l e  Naom i Drur y' s te acher s ,  the hard 
bo i l e d  egg began t o  wee p  wa t e r  f rom the r ight eye . Each t ime the 
wa t e r  wa s w i pe d  away , ano the r wou l d  t ake it p l ace . Hund r e d s  of 
pe op l e  w i t ne s s e d  the phe nomenon a t  Donc a s t e r  Jun ior Schoo l , ye t not 
one c ou l J  g ive an exp l an a t ion o f  j u s t  exac t l y  wha t  wa s t ak i ng p l a c e . 

Now e l even y e a r  o l d  N aomi ' s  egg i s  be ing ha i l ed a s  a m i r a c l e  
by t h e  Church . 

Appa r e n t l y ,  s t a f f  examined the egg w i th a magn i fy i ng g l a s s  but 
c ou l d  n o t  f a thom out wha t  was happen ing i n s ide the egg . I f  a l i t t l e  
wa t e r  had s omehow got i n t o  the she l l  whe n i t  w a s  bo i l e d  then how 
wa s i t  ge t t ing out and why so much w a te r ?  

The b i z a r r e  c o inc idence o f  the wa t e r  com ing from j u s t  a po s i t ion 
whe r e  the r i gh t t e a r  duc t wou l d  be is d i f f icul t t o  e q u a t e  w i t h . I f  
i t  wa s not a c o inc idence the n the answe r , a s  f a r  a s  u s  F o r t e a na o r  
E . M .  peop l e  a r e  conce rned , c ou l d  c ome f r om the p e r son who a c tua l l y  
d e c o r a t e d  the e gg , 2 6  ye a r  o l d  Sa l va t ion Army g i r l  Anne Schu t t e r l in .  
Anne s a id ' I  p r ayed s omeone wou l d  see J e sus through t he e gg because 
I had d r awn i t  w i t h  a me s s age o f  E a s t e r  in mind . Wha t  h a p p e ned i s  
d iv ine i n t e r ve n t ion . I ' m s u r e  the re wa s n o  wa t e r  or mo i s ture o f  any 
k i nd i n  the egg . I b o i l ed it for 1 0  to 1 1  m i nute s - i t  was rock hard . '  

F a i th i s  probab l y  one o f  the s t ronge s t  emo t ions po s s e s s ed b y  man 
and it i s  c e r t a in l y one o f  the s t r onge s t  invo l ved with p a r anorm a l  
a c t iv i t y . Cou l d  A n n  have p ro j e c ted a though t f o r m  i n t o  t h e  egg wh ich 
b r e a thed l i fe into a t y pe of Chr i s t - l ike me nt a l i t y .  P e r h a p s  th is s e t  
up s ome form o f  c h a in r e a c t ion whe re t h i s  p r im i t ive i n t e l l igence 
c a r r ied out a s imp l e  f o rm o f  t e l ekine t i c d i s p l ay a s s o c i a t e d  w i th the 
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f e e l i ng s  i n s t a l l e d by A n ne . Cou l d  s he h a ve l oo k e d  a t  t h e  e g g  a n d  
t h ough t : ' Doe s n ' t  h e  l oo k  s ad . ' 

E i t h e r t h a t  o r  i t  w a s  a b l oo d y  r e m a r k a b l e  c o i nc i d e n c e . 
C r e d i t  ' Th e  S u n ' 14 A p r i l  1 984. 

The foce of Jesus on Noomls egg . · . it shed tears from the right eye 

P i c t u r e  f r om 
t h e  f r o n t  p a ge 
of ' Th e  S un ' ; 
Wa s t h i s  a 
m i r a c l e  o r  a 
b i z a r r e  
c o i nc i d e n c e'? 
I t h i n k you 
on l y  have to 
cons ider c a s e s  
of s t a tue s o f  
Je sus Chr i s t  
wh ich b l eed 
to dec ide 
upon the 
a n swe r . 

C H U R C H  CON DEMNS DU NGEONS A N D  DRAGONS BOAR D GAME : A B a p t i s t  chu rch 
p a s t o r f r om H i gh Wyc ombe has pub l ic l y  de nounc ed the r o l l -
p l a y i ng f a n t a s y  g ame ' Du n ge o n s  a n d  D r a g o n s '  a s  i nc i t i n g  c h i l d r e n  
t o  emb r a c e  S a t a n a n d  e v i l  s p i r i t s . 

The s i l l v o l d  f oo l , t h e  P a s t o r  J o h n  H o l l i d g e  c l a imed t h a t  t h e  
g ame - wh i c h

' 
i s  b e c om i ng i nc r e a s i ng l y  popu l a r i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y 

e n c o u r a ge s  p l a y e r s  t o  s ummon s u pe r n a t u r a l  f o r c e s ,  c a s t  s pe l l s ,  
d a b b l e  w i t h  e v i l  s p i r i t s  a n d  r e s pe c t m a g i c i a n s . 
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Howeve r ,  Mr . Rowl and Brown , he adma s t er of a H igh Wyc ombe s c hoo l 
s a id on the ma t te r : ' We have no know l e dge o f  anybody at t h i s  s c hoo l 
who , t h r ough any obse s s ion w i t h  Dunge ons and Dr agons , h a s  got 
i nvo l ve d  i n  the s o r t s  o f  dange r s  Mr . Ho l l idge sugge s t s . 

' The g ame he l p s them th ink c r e a t ive l y  and unt i l  the r e  is any 
i nd ic a t ion t o  the c o n t r a r y , I rema in i n  f avour . '  

P a s t o r  Ho l l idge of Go l d  H i l l B a p t i s t  Church , Cha l fo n t  S t . Pe t e r , 
c l a im s  the game u s e s  Chr i s t i a n  t e rm s  b l a s phemous l y  and ou t o f  
c o n t e x t  w i th the i r  or iginal  me a n i ng . H e  u r ge s anyone who po s s e s s e s  
a c o py t o  immed i a t e l y  burn i t . 

Mr . Don Tur nbu l l ,  manag ing d i rec t o r  of TSR , the game ' s  
m a nu f a c ture r ,  s a id : ' The who l e  conce p t  o f  the g ame is good ag a i n s t  
e v i l . 

' P l a ye r s  a s sume the ro l e  o f  m ag 1 c 1 an s , f i g h t e r s  o r  o t h e r  
adve n ture r s  i n  a wo r l d  c r e a ted b y  t'he i r  imag i n a t ion . '  

He s a id tha t t he pl aye r s  do no t t a ke on the r o l e  of e v i l  
c ha r a c t e r s  or summon u p  e v i l  s p i r i t s . 

I inc l ude t h i s  p ie c e  bec ause i t  d o e s  h igh l ight a s i tua t i o n  
wh i c h , a s  a Chr i s t i an , P a s t o r  H o l l idge w a s  r igh t t o  point o u t . 
The many r o l e  p l aying game s av a i l ab l e  a t  p r e s e n t , a l ong w i t h  t he 
r o l e  p l a y ing books such as ' C i t ade l s  of Ch a o s ' ,  a l l  use mag ic a l  
c o nc e p t s  a nd l or e . They d o  a l l ow the p a r t ic i p a n t  t o  t ake o n  the 
r o l e  i n  the i r  m i nd o f  an arche t ypa l cha r a c t e r  in much t he s ame w a y  
t h a t  me d i t a t iona l ' pa t h  work ing ' i s  used . 

P a th working i s  used t o  exp l ore the inner reg ion s  of the 
human m ind u s ing ar che t y p a l  image r y  a nd i n f o rm a t ion wh ich t h r ough 
p a s t  e x pe r ience , occul t i s t s  know w i l l, ope� up c e r t a in a r e a s  o f  
t he b r a in usua l l y  ke p t  l ocked . Be c au se t h e  image r y  i n  r o l e  p l a y ing 
g ame s is  v e r y  s imi l ar , then s ur e l y  this w i l l do l ikew i s e , a l be i t  
unc o - o r d in a t e d . 

A l an C l e ave r , who drew my a t t e n t ion t o  t h i s  news p i e c e  in the 
f i r s t  p l ace , h a s  a l so pointed out the gre a t  s im i l a r i t y  be twe e n  
Dunge o n s  a n d  Dr agons and t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  p r e s e n t  day my s t ic a l  
que s t s , such a s  tho se c a r r ied out b y  Gr aham Ph i l l ips and my se l f .  
B o t h  invo l ve f igh t ing demon s , d r agons a nd b l ack knigh t s , b o t h  h a ve 
c l ue s , t e s t s , t a sk s  and t r a p s  to ove r c ome ; both nec e s s i t a t e  the 
l oc a t i o n  of myth i c a l  t a l i smans and t o o l s ;  a nd both we ave a p a th 
t h r ough the l and s c a pe , go ing f r om one impor t an t  s i te to a n o t he r . 
I nf ac t , p s ychic que s t s  are l ike r e a l  l i fe ve r s ions of Dunge o n s  and 
Dr agon s ; a nd I know wh ich one I ' d r a ther p l ay !  C r ed i t : South Buc k s  
S t ar , 6 Apr i l  1 9 84 . 

S T I NG I N  S EARCH OF YET I : Top pop s t ar S t ing is to go in s e a r c h  o f . 
t he Abom i n a b l e  Snowman w i th S c o t t i s h e c c en t r ic , B i l l G r a n t , i t  w a s  
c l a imed i n  c e r t a in news pape r s  l a s t  y e a r . 

Toge t he r , the y w i l l s e a r c h  the H ima l ay a s  hoping to f i nd 
conc l u s i ve e v ide nce of the Ye t i ,  wh ich h a s  e l uded man f o r  hund r e d s  
o f  y e a r s . 
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Artemls 81 
What is in o 
pagan relic so 

� 1\\ J etJmpellin g thot ,, , \'i Drochenfels 
' · ·� ( Don O'llerlihy) ia 

· drown to $leal it?  
Gwen (Dinoh Stobb) loves 
Gideon (H11wel BenneU) 
but he is withdrawn 

, within, be11ond her reach ­.-l o condition the Greeks 

,.: of Artemis '. 
' Asrael (Roland Curram) 

S t ing f i r s t  me t G r a n t  
in G l as gow dur ing 1 9 8 3  whe n 
h i s  rock band The Po l ice 
toured S c o t l and . He s a i d 
then tha t he had a l ways 
had an i n t e r e s t  in the 
Ye t i .  The two now p l a n to 
t r ave l t o  the Hima l a yas 
a s  s oon a s  po s s ib l e . 

I n  c a s e  you s aw 
S t ing in h i s  r o l e  as the 
v i l l a i n in the bl ock­
bus t ing f i l m  Dune . may I 
remind you of h i s  f i r s t  
a c t ing r o l e  a s  the sun 
god He 1 i th in the mammo th 
three hour te l e v i s ion 

f i l m  ART EM I S  ' 8 1 wh ich was 
s c r e e ned on BBC 1 dur ing 
the l a s t  few days of 1 9 8 0 . 

1• called being ' in the thrall 

and llelith (Sting) f!ghC 
• ' �� for control of man's . i''�·i;J destiny: 9.0 pm 

A r t e m i s  ' 8 1 was 
prob a b l y  t he c l o se s t  
anyone h a s  eve r  c ome t o  
por t r ay i ng the r e a l i t y  and 
s i tu a t ions invo l ve d  in 
p s y c h ic que s t  wor k .  I t  
a l s o showed a know l e dge 
o f  geornancy and n a t ion a l  
l a nd s c ape geome t r y  tha t 
c ou l d  on l y  have been 
wr i t t e n  b y  ' one o f  us . '  

... ..... 'f� .. :.¥...t�i 

7.5 pm 
The Day of the Dolphin 
The feature film starring 
George C. Stott. Trlsh V aD Denre 
At his secret marine laboratory 
Dr Jakc Terrell has finally suc­
ceeded In teaching Alpha, a dol· 
phln. to speak a few words of 
English. His relationship with 
Alpha Is based on mutual affec­
tion and trust - which makes the 
dolphin tragically vulnerable to 
exploitation by outsiders. 
Dr Jake Terrell . . . .. GilOIIGE c. scon 
Magic Terrell . . .  nrsu VAN DF.Vt:RZ 

�=�:��
e
�M-Ii�'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'�� =�: 

Davld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ION KORXF.S 
Mllte . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . EDWARD Rr.JUtMANN 

Maryanne . . . . . . . . . . U:SUIC CHAI!u:SON 
S<"n•nptar by ot'CII n""" 
Based on th• no•d Uft o"tmal doutl dt rabo" 
by RMI III T MIRLI ProdUC'f"d bv J�lrR I .  LIVINI 
Dtrf'<'tf'd bV M f K &  NICIMU 
rumo: pogr lOS 

8.50 M�in News 
Richard Whltmore; Wutherman 

9.0 Artemis 81 
A fi lm  by  O.\\'IIJ Rl'liKtN 
with llywl'l Rt•nnt'lt 
Dlnah Stabb, Dan O'llerllhy 
featurin� Stln� and 
Anthon� Slt't'l, Marr:ant Wbltlng 
lleland ('urram, lngrtd Pttt 

A Danish museum cue shattered, 
the pieces of a pagan statue 
bidden In cars on a North Sea 
ferry, the subsequent deaths of 
ferry passengers, an old musician A p p a r e n t l y ,  the 
!:1'J1�::s:

h
�e �e���u��:� ��": a u t ho r . David Rudk in . i s  

F.artb. known o f  in the e a r t h 
�!���tH::'��it: ����C.:�a{0�:J mys t e r i e s  subj e c t . I f  any­
r�:

x
.::������··f!�t�t�e'!: t:����� 1 body knows any more about 

as Gideon coldly exploits human the man • I wou l d  be 
tragedies, angry powers from g r a t e ful to hear f r om you . Man's ancient past are gathering. 

I wou l d  a l s o 1 ike to know Gldeon Harlax . . . . . . HYWEL IIENNF.TT 1 1  Gwen Meredlth . . . . . . . . . orNAH STABB i f  anyone a c  tua y pose s s e s  
Von Drachenfels . . . . . . o.u� o'tlEilLJHY a v ideo o f  Ar tem i s  ' 8 1  a s  
��

h
�·�r:e.·:::.M:UG�: =�= I h a ve b e e n  t r y i ng t o  ge t 

:.�;:/����� . . . . . .  sEvrLu DELOI"BKJ a c o py for s ome ye a r s now . 
Asrael. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II.OLAND CURIIAM 
He IIth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. BTINO 
Danish ferry 
Trlstram Guise . . . . . . ANTHONY STD:L 
Son la . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . )IARY ELIZN IIAY 

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . COL'Q!LitJB CARUM' 
Pastor's wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  srv BORO O:rford library 
Gorgon scholar . . .  SYLVI4 COIZJUDGIC 
F.xhibitioner . . . . . .  DANIF.L DAY LEWIB 

flitchcoc:lt blonde . . . . . . .. INGRID Pl'n 

Orl•tnal muatc b:f DAVR Oa&IIIIUM 
rauaractta by <'.OIIDOII uo .. • 
Ftlm ram•r•m•n •avra J&niON 
rllm �dllor 10 1111 IIAU 0f''IIMf CAVIN t&VIII 
Script �dltor 110<:r.a c:au·.ou ProdUl"f'r aavra ltOII 
D•rKtor &Ltl'f&ra aare 

U.J.I%.10 am Weatll�rman 

Th i s  f i l m d e s e rves 
a n o t he r  a i r ing on t e l e ­
v i s ion . Anywa y ,  the 
cu t t ing on the l e f t  shows 
how the ' TV T ime s ' b i l l ed 
the f i l m  a t  the t ime . 

The S t ing Ye t i  s t o r y  
i s  c r ed i t : ' The Sun ' 2 4  
M a y  1 9 8 4 . 

. .. ... 
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I S  TH I S  THE FACE O F  A N  OUT - 0  
O F - P LACE FE L I N E ? : The 
p i c ture on the r ight 
c ou l d  be tha t o f  an ou t ­
o f - p l ac e  fe l ine o r  s o  the 
expe r t s  now be l ieve . 

The c a t  was k i l l e d  in 
a fox ' s snare on the 
S t r a t h s pey e s t a te , ne a r  
G r a n t own - o n - S pe y , Mor a y ­
s h i r e , fol l owing s i gh t ings 
o f  a s im i l a r  animal  in 
o t he r  par t s  of Sc o t l and 
in r e c e n t  y e a r s . 

Au thor of the book ' C a t  Coun t r y ' and c o - o r d i n a t o r  o f  ' The B i g 
C a t  L i nk , ' Di Fran c i s , s a id f r om her home in Torb ay , D e v o n , l a s t  
S e p t embe r :  ' I t i s  a bout the s i ze o f  a c o l l i e dog , bl a c k , a n d  ha s 
l o ng pro tud ing f a ngs . 

' I  am conv i nc ed tha t there is an unknown s pe c ie s  o f  b i g c a t  in 
B r i t a i n , l ooking l ike a cross be tween a puma and a p a n t he r . ' 

Howe ve r , a s poke s pe r s on for the N a ture Con s e r vanc y C ou n c i l  f o r  
Ed inburgh s a id :  ' I  be l ieve i t  i s  no thing ex t r a  s pe c i a l  - p o s s i b l y  
the o f f s p r ing o f  a fe r a l  dome s t ic c a t  and a w i l d  c a t . ' 

One t h i ng is for sure though , i t  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  p r o v e d  t h a t n o t  
a l l  a l ien a n im a l s a r e  p a r a phy s i c a l  in na ture . Ye t the r e  a r e s t i l l 
a-gre a t  numb e r  of s i ght ings to be ex pl a ined . 

A l l I hope is tha t the 
c a r c a s s  o f  t h i s  c a t  d o e s  no t 
d i s a p pe a r  in the p r e sence o f  
t h e  expe r t s , o r  the r e  w i l l b e  
s ome exp l a in ing t o  do a f t e r ­
w a rd s ! C r ed i t : ' Da i l y  Ma i l ' 
2 7  S e p temb e r  1 9 84 . 

ADVERT I S EMENT 

OCCULT D I R ECTORY : Gu ide to 
As soc i a t ions , Organ i s a t ions and 
Pub l i c a t i ons conc e rned w i th t h i s  
& re l a ted ma t t e r s  . . .  avai l ab l e  
b y  ma i l  f r om the d i s t r i bu t o r s :  
Mor r igan Book Company , K i l l a l a , 
Co . Mayo , I re l and . Enc l o se £ 3  
( i nc l . pp )  w i t h  your o r d e r  
p l e a s e . 

( p l e a s e  me n t i on E a r thque s t  News 
when r e s pond ing t o  adve r t i se ­
ment s )  
Wh y d o n ' t  you adve r t i se in 
E a r th que s t  News . R a t e s  on 
req ue s t .  

ADV ERT I S E M E N T  

illustrator 
specialuing in 
mystic all symbolic 
illustrations & 
designs 

Cesca Potter 

18 Caledonian Rd 
London NI 
01 . 2 78 225 7 
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THE OLD MAI DS ' TALE AND OTHERS 
The discovery of a picture post - card takes your 
editor on a quest to find the named trees of Essex , 
featuring the O l d  Maids , the White E l m  and the 
Adam's E l m  
Recent l y ,  I chanced upon a cur ious po s t - c a rd o f  Edwa r d i a n  o r i g i n  
wh ich ins t a nt l y  t ook my a t t e n t ion . I t  showe d three r a ther anc i e n t  
e l ms in ful l b l oom s t and ing on t h e  verge o f  a j unc t ion be twe e n  two 
gr ave l surfaced r o a d s , beyond which was a f i e l d  o f  hay r e ad y  f o r  
harve s t .  Wh a t  i n t r igued m e  mo s t  though , wa s t h a t  the hand wr i t t e n  
c a p t ion named t h e  t r e e s  a n d  g ave the i r  l o c a t ion : ' The O l d  Ma ids , 
P a g l e sham � ! Th is w a s  the f i r s t  t ime I had come a c r o s s  named t r e e s  
in Es sex a n d  the s e  c e r t a in l y  sugge s t ed some f o r m  o f  f o l k l ore 
o r ig i n . 

The ve ry fac t t h a t  the name ' o l d  m a id s ' had been g iven to a 
group of three anc ient t r ee s , reminded me of the three a s p e c t s  o f  
the Ce l t i c a nd S a xon t r i p l e - a s pec t s  godde s s e s , or  indee d , the 
three

.
face t s  o f  Wy rd , the S axon F a t e s . Did t h i s  then imp l y  t h a t  

t h e  s 1 te had s ome p a s t  geoman t i c or mag ic a l  s ign i f icance t o  
P ag l e sham , a smal l s e a  f a r ing v i l l age on t h e  South - Ea s t  E s s e x  
coa s t  a n d  ne xt to t h e  notor i ous Canewdon?  

The p i c ture po s t - c ard a ppeared t o  date t o  a r ound 1 9 1 0 , showing 
that the t re e s  we r e  obv iou s l y  s t i l l pre se n t  at that t ime . So , 
su f f i c ie n t l y  i n t r igue d , I pu rcha sed the c a r d and dec ided to see i f  
I cou l d  f ind o u t  a nyth ing further about t h e  O l d  M a i d s  and inde e d , 
whe the r they s t i l l e x i s ted . 

A V I S I T  TO PAGLES HAM 
On Sund a y , 1 9  Fe b r u a r y  l a s t  y e a r , I v i s i t e d  P a g l e sham and soon 
d i s c overed that the t r e e s , three po l l a r d  e lm s , had ex i s te d  up un t i l  
about 1 9 7 0  when , l ike s o  m a ny e l ms o f  this c oun t r y , they cont r ac te d  
the k i l l e r Du t c h  E l m  d i s e a s e . Th i s  r o t ted them unt i l  t h e y  bec ame 
uns afe . One wa s then a c c i d e n t l y  knoc ked d own by a p a s s ing bus , 
wh i l e  the o t h e r  two h ad t o  be cut d own . 

The t r e e s  had s t ood on a s h a r p  b e nd a t  E a s t  End , P a g l e s ham , 
by a v i l l age f i sh pond known a s  Pound Pond , a nd ve r y  c l o s e  to t he 
mano r s  o f  Ea s t  H a l l  and P a g l e s ham Hou se . The y had indeed been 
po s i t ioned on a v e r ge , be tween a j unc t ion o f  two r o a d s  as  the c ar d  
h a d  ind i c a t ed . Tod a y , no t r ace o f  these anc i e n t  e l ms c an be s e e n  
s ave f o r  a few r o t t i ng , s aw s awn - o f f  b r anche s s t i l l  v i s ib l e  among 
the bul l rushe s w i t h in the pond . 

SMUGGLERS ' ELMS 
Wha t  d id become a p p a r e n t  was t h a t  the three e l ms were more f am i l i a r  
in l oc a l  memo ry a s  be ing c a l l ed t h e  Smuggl e r s ' E l m s . Th i s  w a s  due , 
I was t o l d , to the i r  a p p a r e n t  a s s oc i a t ion w i t h  smuggl ing ac t iv i t ie s  
dur ing the e igh t e e n t h  and n in e t e e n t h  cen tur i e s . The s t o r y  i s  t h a t  
i l l e g a l  c o n t r ab and h ad b e e n  s e c re t e d  ins ide t h e  t r e e s ' ho l l ow 
c ava t ie s . As muc h a s  £ 2 0�s wo r th of s i l k  is known to h ave been 
s t ored in them on oc c a s ion s . 

34 

The old Edward i an pos t - c ar d  showing the Old M a id s  of 
P ag l e sham . 

P ag l e sham ' s  connec t ion w i t h  smugg l ing is we l l  known l oc a l l y  
and the s tory a s s oc ia te d  w i t h  the three e lms i f  t y p ic a l  o f  many 
o t he r s  t o  be found in the v i l l age . The E s sex h i s to r i a n , Ph i l i p 
Benton , wro te of P ag l e sham ' s  smuggl i ng t r ad i t ions in 1 8 7 3  s ay ing 
that it ' • • .  was c a r r ied out in t h i s  p a r i s h to a grea t e x t e n t  t owards 
the c l o se of the l a s t  and the c omme ncement of the pre s e n t  century 
and the whol e  popul a t ion seems t o  have been imp l i c a t e d , more or 
l e s s . ' C l ear l y  then , smugg l i ng p l ayed a maj or part i n  t he l ives of 
those who l ived in this v i l l a ge . 

No one I spoke to in i t i a l l y , c ou l d  rec a l l the e l m s  ever hav ing 
been c a l l ed the Old M a i d s , de s p i te me showing them t he p ic ture po s t ­
c a r d . I t  appe ared very much th a t  the popu l a r i t y  o f  the smugg l ing 
t r a d i t ions had comp l e t e l y  wh i tewashed any fo l k l ore wh ich may have 
been a s soc i a t ed with the e lms , inc l ud ing the ir or i g in a l  n ame s , wh ich 
is  obv ious l y  why they b e c ame known a s  the Smugg l e r s ' E l ms . Smugg l ing , 
it wou l d  seem , in a c o a s t a l  v i l l ag e , is far more rom a n t i c  than a ny 
fo l k l or ish name l ike t he O l d  M a ids . 

I t  was my be l ie f  t h a t  the O l d  M a id s  name , wh ich had undoub t e d l y  

been in u s e  u p  unt i l  1 9 1 0  a t  l e a s t , preceded the smugg l ing 
a s soc i a t ions wh ich had on l y  g a ined mome ntum and popul a r i t y  over the 
the p a s t  s ix t y  ye a r s . 
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LOCAL H I STOR I A N  
My s us p i c ions we r e  m o r e  or l e s s  c o n f i rmed w h e n  I s poke to 
P ag l e s h am h i s t o r i a n  Ro sema r y  Robe r t s , who has wr i t t e n  a book on 
the v i l l age c a l l e d , s im p l y ,  ' P a g l e s h am ' . She r e c a l l ed the t h ree 
old e l ms ve r y  we l l ,  a l t hough c ou l d  add l i t t l e  more t h an I had 
a l r e ady . She d id , howeve r ,  s ay t h e y  we r e  a t  l e a s t  2 0 0 - 300 ye a r s  
o l d  whe n the y we r e  c u t  down . S he wa s awa re o f  b o th t h e  n ame s g ive n 
to t he t r e e s  and s a id t h a t  mo s t  p e op l e  on l y  knew t hem a s  the 
Smugg l e r s ' E l m s . Ye t when I s pe c i f i c a l l y  p inned h e r  down about the 
O l d  Ma i d s  name , she s a i d  t h a t  on l y  a few o l d  r e s id e n t s  o f  t he 
v i l l age ever knew them by t h i s  n ame . Th i s  t h e n , s t rong l y  i nd i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  O l d  M a i d s  wa s t h e i r  o r ig i n a l  t i t l e .  

O l d  V i c tor i an pos t - c a rd s howing t h e  l a s t  
rema ins o f  the Wh i t e  E l m , w i t h in the 
r o t t ing t runk o f  wh ich a new tree h a s  
g r own · li\tN&.« <:Mb�T : 1"\.:S."fv�t-lO.J 
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I n  conc l u s ion I am 
s t i l l f i rml y of the 
o p in io n  t h a t  t he 
naming . o f  the s e  t r e e s  
a s  t h e  O l d  Ma id s , h in t s  
a t  s ome now l o s t  mag i c a l  
s ign i f i c a n c e  once a s s o c ­
i a ted w i t h  the s i te . 
The i r  gre a t  a ge , the i r  
proxim i t y  t o  the r oa d  
j unc t ion a n d  v i l l age 
pond , and the i r  numbe r 
a l l  po i n t  t ow a r d s  t h i s  
l o s t  geoman t ic impor t an t ­
ance . 

I c an f i nd no obv ious 
h i n t  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  
f r om P a g l e s h am ' s  
r e corded h i s t o r y , and 
I c an f ind no f o l k l o r e , 
in t he form of l oc a l  
cus toms and t r ad i t ions , 
a s soc i a t e d  w i t h  the 
v i l l age . Howeve r ,  I w i l l  
c o n t i nue t o  l ook . 

MORE NAMED TREES I N  
ESSEX 
S ince f ind i ng t he O l d  
M a i d s  o f  P ag l e s ham t wo 
o the r n amed . t r e e s  i n  
E s sex h ave c ome t o  my 
a t te n t ion . The f i r s t  is 
the Wh i te Elm wh ich 
u s e d  t o  s t and on t he 
c o r n e r  of Wh i te E l m  
G r e e n  i n  t he v i l l age 
o f  B ic kn a c r e , ne a r  
Woodham Fe r r e r s ,  a nd 
next t o  the po s i t ion 
o f  the old ga teway 
i n t o  the grounds of 
B ic kn a c r e  P r ior y . 

I f i r s t  c ame a c r o s s  the Wh i t e  E l m  whe n wo r k ing on psychic 
m a t e r i a l  at Danbury c h� r c h , o n l y a c ou p l e  o f  m i l e s  awa y . I pi cked 
u p  the image o f  a n  o l d ��e ,  very po s s i b l y  a n  e l m ,  on the edge of 
a v i l l age green . I fe l t  it had a l e gend a t t a c hed to i t  and that i t  
wa s t h e  po i n t  o f  mee t ing for l oc a l  l or d s . I a l s o s aw a r e l igious 
hou s e  c l o s e  by . 

On consul t i ng the m a p  I no t i c e d  t h a t  the o n l y  pl ace in the 
r ough a r e a  in wh ich I was l ook ing to po s s e s s  a p l a c e - name a s soc ia t e d  
w i t h  a t re e  wa s Wh i t e  E l m  Gre e n . I t s p r o x im i t y  t o  t h e  wonde r ful 
rema i n s  o f  B icknacre P r iory and the f a c t  t h a t  it was on a green , l e d  
me t o  fe e l  I h ad d i s c overed the r ig h t  p l ac e . 

Wh i t e  E l m  G r ee n , I found , i s  now j u s t  a n ame . The t r iangu l a r  
s h a pe d  gre e n , a s  i nd i c a t ed o n  a l a t e  e i ght e e n t h  c e n tury map , has 
gone and the l a s t  rem a ins of t h e  t re e  d i s a p p e a r e d  ar ound the turn o f  
t h e  c e n tu r y . No o n e  knows exac t l y  h o w  o l d  i t  w a s � on l y  that i t  w a s  
s u p po s e d  t o  ha ve b e e n  s e ve r a l  hund r e d  y e a r s o l d . Al l tha t one c a n  
s e e  t od a y i s  a p l oughed f ie l d , a f a rmhouse c a l l e d Wh i t e E l m  House 
a nd c o t t age b e a r ing a s im i l a r n ame . 

H o p ing to f ind o u t  some t h ing about the o l d  t r ee , Be rnard Gowing 
and I s e a r c hed the l o c a l i t y  for a e l de r l y  per s o n , some one who might 
j u s t  r e c a l l  some s n i ppe t o f  i n f orma t io n  abou t the l ong l o s t  tree . 
We we r e  d i r e c t e d  to an o l d  l ad y , h a l f  d e a f , who l ived in a co t t age 
j us t  o f f  the pos i t ion o f  the o l d  g r e e n . She v ague l y  remembe red t he 
p o s i t i o n  o f  the Wh i t e  E l m , b u t  d i d  n o t  ac t ua l l y  see i t . I t  had gone 
j u s t  b e f o r e  her t ime . Howeve r ,  she c ou l d  r e c a l l a remarkab l e  l e gend 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th the t r e e , wh i c h  B e r n a r d  l a t e r  d i s c ove red had be e n  
r e c o r d e d  in M a r y  Hopk i r k ' s  book ' Da nb u ry '  wr i t t e n  in 1 94 5 . 
THE H I GHWAYMAN LEGEND 
The o l d  l ad y  s a id t h a t  a h ighwayman was e xe c u t e d  ( po s s ib l e  by hang ing ) 
n e a r b y  a nd h i s  body w a s  p l aced a t  the c e n t r e  o f  the j unc t ion w i t h  
a n  e l m  s t ake t h r ough h i s  he a r t . Ano t h e r  ve r s ion t e l l s  of the t r e e  
a c t u a l l y  growing above t he body o f  t he h ighw a ym a n , or indeed , t h a t  
the t re e  grew f r om the s t ake . 

The ide a o f  a h ighwayman be i ng bur ie d  a t  a j unc t ion of two r o a d s  
i s  c ommon and i s  a t t ached t o  t h e  s u pe r s t i t io u s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  bod i e s  
o f  t h o s e  execu t e d , murde r v ic t ims and s u i c ide s w i l l  h a u n t  t h e  pl ace 
they are bur ied unl e s s  the i r  s p i r i t  i s  c a s t  t o  the four wind s  or 
bur ied at a c r o � s r oad s . Th i s  ide a , a s  I men t ioned in the ' Guard i a n  Dog ' 
a r t ic l e  e a r l i e r  on , i s  a degene r a te v a r i a t ion o f  the conc e p t  tha t t he 
s p i r i t  i s  d e r ived f r om the four e l eme n t s  - f i r e , wa te r , e ar th and a i r -
and t h a t  in o r d e r  to d i s pe r s e  t he s p i r i t , t h e s e  e l eme n t s  need to be 
p e rmane n t l y  d ivided . 

I c an s ay l i t t l e  more abou t the Wh i t e  E l m ' s  h i ghwayman l e gend , 
o the r t h a n  i t  shows the geom a n t i c  s ig n i f i c a n c e  of the tree and 
is p r ob a b l y  an a d a p t a t ion of an e a r l i e r  l e gend . 

LOCAL H I STOR IAN 
I fo l l owe d u p  the re s e a r ch into t h e  Wh i t e  Elm b y  v i s i t i ng B ickna c r e  
h i s t o r i a n  M . J .  Tur ne r . He h a s  s tu d i e d  t h e  v i l l age for many ye ar s , and 
in p a r t i cu l a r the pr iory ' s  h i s t o r y . He m: n t ioned t h a t  the � a t eway 
i n t o  the p r i o r y  ground s wou l d  h ave b e e n  1 n  f r o n t  of the Wh 1te E l m , 
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a l though he doub t s  very much whe the r the two e v e r  e x i s t e d  a t  the 
s ame t ime . He fee l s  the tree cou l d  not have b e e n  ove r a c oup l e  o f  
hund red ye a r s  o l d ; I d i s agree . 

He a l s o pointed out than the Wh i t e  E l m  G r e e n  formed the 
border be tween the Danbury manor be l ong ing t o  the S t . C l e r e  f am i l y ,  
the B i ckna c re l and s wh ich b e l onged to the de Vere fam i l y ,  and the 
P r iory e s t a t e s . It wou l d  there fore have made an ide a l  me t ing p l ace 
f o r  l o c a l  l andowne r s . Howeve r ,  a l a s , if  the t re e  wa s not a r ound 
the n , we l l  our theory is non - ex i s t e n t . 

ADAM ' S  ELM , LE I G H - ON - S EA 
Our l a s t  named t r e e  is another l ong l o s t  e l m wh ich s t ood a t  a 
j unc t ion on the m a in London Road in Le igh -o n - Se a , ou t s ide The 
E l m s  pub l i c house . I t  was s a id that n i ne pe o p l e  coul d j o in hands 
a r ound its ho l l ow t runk be fore i t  f i n a l l y  d i s a ppe� red a r ound the 
turn o f  the century . 

Ye t Adam ' s E l m , an i n t r igu i ng name in i t s e l f  ( The re w a s  an 
Eve ' s  S p r ing and Pond in Danbur y .  I n f a c t the r e  s t i l l i s  an Eve ' s  
Pond ! ) ,  h a s  a n  a l tern a t ive name : A l l e n ' s  E l m . A p p a r e n t l y ,  a f am i l y  
named A l l e n  owned a f a rm o n  the s i t e  o f  the pub l i c house . I t  i s  
f o r  t h i s  r e a son th a t  l o c a l  hi s t o r i a n s  b e l ieve t h a t  the name Ad am 
was a c o r rupt ion o f  the or i g i n a l  A� ' s  E l m . I hope t h i s  i s n ' t  s o , 
but s t i l l , nevermind . 

AFT ERTHOUGHTS 
I have c ome a c r o s s  o ther n amed t r e e s  s ince then ; o r  at l e a s t  p l ace ­
name s ind ic a t ing whe r e  t he y  once s t ood . The De a l  T r e e  in D a nbury i s  
one examp l e . 

I j u s t  th ink t h a t  name d  t r e e s  a r e  a ne g l e c t e d  p a r t  of our 
s t ud y o f  geomant ic s i te s , where a s  in the p a s t , they we re probab l y  
j us t  a s  impo r tant a s  s t and ing s tone s o r  ho l y  we l l s . I t  i s  such a 
sh ame tha t the Du tch E l m  d i s e a s e  h a s  ma naged t o  ge t r id of our 
l a s t  rema in ing s a c r e d  e l m  t r ee s . S t i l l ,  t h a t ' s  the way it goe s . 

BOOK REVI EW 
W i l s on ,  Col in , ' The P s ychic De tec t ive s ( P an Books , p a pe rb ack , £ 2 . 5 0 ) . 

Rev iewed by C a r o l e  Sm i t h ( nee Young ) .  

We l l ,  he re we go a g a i n  w i th ye t another book f r om pro l i f i c  wr i t e r  
Co l i n W i l s on .  Th i s  o n e  conce n t r a t e s  o n  t h e  p s y c h i c  ab i l i t y  known 
as p s ychome t r y  - the t a l e n t  of men t a l l y  r e c e i v ing impre s s ions 
f r om s im p l y  ho l d ing a n  ob j e c t .  He h a s  put toge the r a r e po r t o f  
current r e s e a r ch in t h i s  f i e l d , a l l o f  wh i ch i s  wr i t te n  i n  an e a s y  
t o  r e a d  way . The re i s  n o t  a l o t o f  ph i l o s oph i s ing o r  theor i s ing , 
ye t ne i t he r is i t  a th r i l l seek ing or sha l l ow book . I �  i s  ve ry 
e x t e n s ive , c ove r ing a gre a t  many c a se s  and f o r  those 1 n t e r e s t ed 
in l e a rn ing more about the sub j e c t  o f  p s ychom� t r y  it i s  a use fu l  
and in t e r e s t ing book t o  po s se s s . 

I n  the i n t r oduc t i on Mr . W i l son g ive s s ome wond e r fu l  e x amp l e s  
o f  h a i r  r a i s ing repor t s  o f  par anorm a l  ac t iv i t y  wh i c h  wou l d  not 
s t and up t o  inve s t i g a t ion . He t e l l s  one s to r y , and I quo t e : ' 
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to i l l u s t r a te the d i f f ic u l t ie s  f a c ing a wr i t er who a t t emp t s  a s e r ious 
a s s e s sme n t  o f  p s y c h i c a l  phe nome n�� .To some ext e nt , a l l s t o r i e s  are 
bound t o  be s e c ondh and , un l e s s  the wr i t er h a p pe ns to be p s y c h i c  
h imse l f  ( wh i ch I a m  no t ) . But i t  i s  obviou s l y  the wr i t er s f i r s t  
du ty t o  o f f e r  the re ader ac ce s s  t o  the s ame in format ion t h a t  he 
used h im se l f .  If  he doe s not do s o , then he l ays hims� L f  open t o  t h e  
accus a t ion o f  d i shone s ty , and he d e s e rves i t . ' We l l  s a id C o l i n  
Wi l s on . Le t ' s  f a c e  i t , i t  is n ' t  j u s t  f o r  the s a ke of the w r i t e r  t h a t 
the f a c t s  a r e  c o r re c t , but for the s ake of the who l e  sub j e c t  o f  
the p a r anorma l .  

Adm i t te d l y  t h i s  book i s  a co l l e c t ion o f  ot her peopl e s ' r e s e a r c h  
and h a r d  wo r k  on p s ychome t r y , but i t  i s  put toge ther f a i t h f u l l y  a nd 
in � s e n s ib l e  way . At any r a t e , i t  w i l l be a popu l a r book , s o  i t  
i s  good for the subj e c t  gene r a l l y .  

Ch a p t e r  one , among o the r th ings , t e l l s  o f  the wo rk o f  J o se ph 
Rod e s  Bucha nan , the d i s c ove r e r  of ,psychome t r y  and of B a r o n  
Re ichenbach , who named h i s  d i s c ove r ie s  the ' Od i c force ' b a c k  i n  t h e  
1 8 00 ' s .  Mr . W i l s o n  wr i t e s  why , in h i s  opin ion , these two g r e a t  m e n  
we re somewh a t  forgo t ten a n d  d id n o t  make t h e  g r e a t  impac t t h a t t h e y  
shou l d  h a ve done , h a d  the ir t im i ng b e e n  be t t e r . I ' m not s u r e  i f  I 
agree w i t h  h im , I wa s n ' t  a r ound in the 1 8 0 0 ' s ,  but i t  m a ke s  
i n t e re s t ing r e a d i ng .  L a t e r  on i n  the book we he a r  how Buc h a n a n  
c ame to fur the r conc l us i ons regard ing psychome t r y  a f t e r  ob t a i n ing 
good r e sul t s  f r om g i v ing s e n s i t ives a pho togr aph to ho l d , a l o ng 
w i t h  g iv i ng them name s on p a p e r  wh ich we re a l s o suc ce s s fu l l y  
psychome t r i s ed . Buc h an a n  c ame t o  the conc l u s ion that ' P s yc home t r y  
i s  the e a r t h l y i r r ad i a t ion o f  omn i s c ience and w i l l  b e  known 
here a f t e r  t o  p e ne t r a t e  a l l th ings . '  Magn i f i c e n t  s tuf f ! 

We a l s o r e a d  o f  C a s pe r  Hauser who had abnormal sens i t i v i t y and 
cou l d  r e a d  a l oud f r om the B ib l e  in the d a r k  a nd ins t a n t l y  d e t e c t  
copper a nd b r a s s  i n  a r oom . Chap t e r  two d e a l s w i th W i l l i am D e n t o n , 
a c o l l e a gue o f  Bucha n an , who worked w i t h  h i s  w i fe , s i s t e r  a n d  s o n  
a s  s e n s i t ives a t  s i t e s  and bui l d ings . The book i s  a m i ne o f  
informa t i o n  a n d  w i t h  a good b ib l iography a n d  index , a t  £ 2 . 5 0 i t  i s  
exce l l e n t  v a l ue . 

EXCHANGE S  
A l l exchange de t a i l s a r e  t rue and c o r r e c t  a s  f a r a s  i s  p o s s ib l e . 
Any e r ro r s , a l t e r a t ions or e d i t o r i a l  change s shou l d  be n o t i f i e d  t o  
the e d i to r  i n  wr i t ing . For a l l ove r s e a s  charge s  t o  the l i s t e d  
pub l ic a t ions , p l e a s e  r e f e r  re-the ed i t o r i a l  addre s s e s  c o nc e r n e d . 

ASSAP NEWS and ANOMALY e d . C a r o l ine W i s e  a nd A l an C l e av e r  
re s pec tive l y . Fir s t , A4 , 4 pp . ,  p a r anorma l and e a r th my s te r ie s  
forum . Sub . £ 6  for one y e a r  from The Memb e r s h i p  Secre t ar y , 5 6  
Te l emann Square , K i db rooke , London S E 3 . 
CAERDRO I A- ed . J e f f  and Debbie S award , 40pp , AS , tur f m a z e s  and 
e a r th my s te r ie s , £ 3 . 50 p a , 4 i s sue s , from C a e r d r o i a  Pro j e c t  H . Q . , 
5 3  Thunde r s l ey G rove , Thunde r s l ey , Ben f l e e t ,  E s sex S S 7  3 E B . 
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THE CAULDRON - ed . Mi ke Howa r d . A4 , l O pp . P agan j ournal o f  the O l d  
Religio n & W i c c a .  £ 2  PA , ( c a s h  and b l a nk P . O . s on l y )  4 i s sue s , f r om M .  
Howa r d , 4 L l y s onne n Co t t age s , L l ysonnen Road , Me idr im , C a rma r t he n , 
Dy fed , S A 3 3  S E D . 
EARTHL I N ES - ed . Jonathan Mu l l a rd .  40pp , A S , e a r th mys t e r i e s  in Wa l e s  
a nd bo rde r c oun t i e s . £4 p a . ,  4 i s sue s , f rom Jonathan Mu l l ar d , 7 
B r ook f ie l d , S t i rc h l e y ,  Te l ford , Shrop s h i r e  TF3 l EB .  
EARTH G I AN T - ed . Je remy H a r t e . 30pp . , A S , e a r th my s t e r ie s  i n  the 
south of Eng l and . £ 3  pa . ,  4 i s sue s , f r om Je remy H a r te , 3 5A We s t  S t . ,  
Abbo t s bur y , nr . We ymou t h , Do r s e t .  
FORTEAN T I MES - ed . Robe r t  R i c ka r d . 7 0 pp . , qua r t o , Fo r t e a n a , c u r io s i t ie s , 
p a r a no rmal , ma j or forum . £ 6  f o r  4 i s sues , from Fo r t e a n  T ime s , 9 6  
Mans f i e l d  Road , Lond on NW 3 2 HT . 

THE LEY HUNTER - ed . Paul De vereux , 40pp , ·  A S , l e ad ing e a r th my s t e r ie s  
forum . £ 3 . 75 pa . ,  4 i s s ues ( ! )  fr om The Ley Hun t e r , P . O .  Box 1 3 ,  
We l sh poo l ,  Powys . 
NORTHERN EARTH MYSTER I ES - e d . Ph i l i p  He s e l ton . 30pp . , A4 . Nor the r n  
e a r th mys te r ie s . £2 pa . ,  6 i s sue s , f rom Ph i l ip He s e l t on , 1 7 0 V i c t o r i a  
Ave . , Hu l l  H U S  3DY . 

NORTH ERN U FO NEWS - e d . Jenny R a nd l e s , 1 6 pp . , AS , Nor t h e r n  Eng l a nd UFO 
fo rum . £5.40 pa . ,  6 i s sue s f r om Jenny Rand l e s , 21 Wh i t t l ewood C l o se , 
G o r s e  Cove r t , Wa r r ington , Che sh i re WA 3 6TU . 
PENDRAGON - e d . Chr i s  Lovegrove . 34pp . , A S , Arthur i an t r ad i t i o n , Br i t i s h  
my thology , e a r t h my s t e r i e s . £ �5 0 p a . , 4 i s sue s , from K a t e  P o l l a rd , 2 7  
Ro s l yn Road , Red l and , B r i s to l . 
QU I CKS I LVER MESSENGER- e d . Chr i s  Ash t o n . 2 8 pp . , A4 . E a r t h  my s t er i e s , 
c o n s pir a c y  theor ie s . £4 pa . ,  4 i s sue s ,  f r om Chr i s  Ashton , G a r d e n  F l a t , 
46 Ve re Road , Br igh ton , S u s s e x . 

RILKO NEWSLETTTER ed . Bob Cowl ey . 2 0 pp . , A4 ,  advanced e a r th my s te r ie s , 
s a c re d  geome t r y , a s t r o - a r c h a e o l ogo l y .  E S  pa . , 2 i s s ue s , from Bob 
Cowl e y , 8 The Dr ive , New Southg a t e , London N l l  2 DY • .  

THE S HAMAN - ed . Paul S c r e e t o n , 1 2 pp . , A4 , dupl i c a ted , incor porpor a t i ng 
ASWR. Ea r t h  my s t e r ie s , rev iews , Fo r t e a n a , forum . £ 2  p a . , 4 i s s ue s  f r om 
Paul S c r e e ton , S Egton C a rew , H a r t l epoo l , C l eve l and TS 2 S  2 AT . 
TOUCHSTONE - ed . J immy Godd a r d . 1 2 pp . , A4 , pho t o s t a t . E a r t h  my s t e r ie s  
1 n  S u r r e y . £ 1  pa . , 4 i s s ue s , f r om J immy Godd ard , 2 S  A l be r t  Road , 
Add l e s t one , We ybr idge , Sur r e y . 

UFO RESEARCH REYIEW - e d . Bob Morr e l l , 2 0 pp . , A4 , dup l i c a te d . C r i t i c a l  
U F O  ma t t e r . S amp l e  2 Sp ,  f r om NUFO I S , 4 4 3  Me adow Lane , N o t t i ngham . 

Old Earthquest News i s sue s . 
NO . S  W i n t e r  8 2 . fob b i ng Puma . Mahoney and Ar thur ' s  C r os s . S tone 
Tape Re a l i t y . As t r o l ogy of J inx s . E a r th l igh t s  Rev iew . Pr ice 7 S p + 
l S p pp . 
N0 . 6  S p r ing 8 3 .  A l l  s o l d  o u t . 

N0 . 7 Summe r 8 3 . A l l  s o l d  o u t . 
No . 8  B e f o r e  1 9 84 .  The Cu f f l ey L i one s s . Synchro n i c i t y  in a c a t he d r a l .  
me-c i rc l e  o f  Perpe t u a l  Cho i r s . Pho t ograph i c  Ev idence o f  the P l ymouth 
H a y - f a l l .  Runwe l l  Up - d a te 2 .  Pr ice 9 Sp + l S p pp . 
NO . 9 & 1 0 .  S p r ing 1 9 84 . The H o r ndon B l ack Panthe r - P a r t s  One a nd 
Two . Ga t eway t o  Re a l i t y . The S e c r e t  of the Wh i te Le a f e d  C r os s . The 
MLF S t r i ke Ag ain ! P r ice E l . SO + 20p pp . 

NO . l l London Wa l kabou t . Summe r 84 . A l l s o l d  out . 
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